THE CHRISTADELPHIAN:

A MONTHLY PERIODICAL

DEVOTED TO THE EXPOSITION AND DEFENCE OF THE FAITH PREACHED BY THR
APOSTLES

EIGHTEEN HUNDRED YEARS AGO,

IN OPPOSITION TO THE DOGMAS OF PAPAL AND PROTFSTANT CHRISTENDOM, WITH
A VIEW TO MAKING READY

A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD.

“ Unto you that fear my Name will the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his
beams.”"—(MavLACRI).

VOLUME XIX.

BIRMINGHAM : PUBLISHED BY THE EDITOR,
ROBERT ROBERTS, ATHENAUM BUILDINGS, EDMUND STREET.

MDCCCLXXXIIL



Gontents of Volume XIX.

ARTICLES BY DR. THOMAS !

Patriotism . . .. 1
Quick and Slow .. .. 2
Responsibility .. - 3

Interesting Questions ..
Written How and When.. 97
Until Shiloh come 99

Britain’'s Part ..146, 193

241, 289
A Kingdom ‘‘If” 337
Apocal\ ptic Holy Clty 340
The Old and New Man .. 385
Political Future 389
Origin of Flpds Israel .. 434
Preadventunal Colonization 482
Single-handed Combat 4883
Papel Libel.. . 484
First Visit to Britain 529

ARTICLES BY BROTHER ASHCROFT:

Non-resurrection of Mil-
Hons
What makes a Man a

(53

Friend of Christ? 107, 149
Jewish Persecution .. 342
Visit to the United States

404, 451, 492, 555

Sunday Morning at the
Christadelphian Ecclesia,
Birmingham, 21, 153, 208,

255, 312, 862, 444, 497, 538

The Visible Hand of God
7, 57, 117, 137, 198, 246,

298, 355, 891, 489, 486, 548
THiNGs NEW AND OLD:
Privileee and Duty .. 15
Phlenolngv .. 16
Changed in a Moment .. 18
Spray 19, 505
Chmnol(\frlc'tl Tables 20,
115 205, 308 402, 502
Wheat and Cheat . 113
Immortality ..o 114
Israel in Egypt .. 116, 204
Covenant Keeping 117
Bible Statistics 206
Christ in Type 206
Right Value 207
Beauties of Christ. . 306
Orthodox Chronology 807
Gathered Gems .. 809
Aspects of Christ. . 400
Chronological Notes 401
Repeated History.. 502
MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES :
Prayer 26
Address to the Ymmg
Women ., .. 52, 102

Piteairn Islanders. . .. 66
A Time to Speak 124
Fellow-Service League 168
Justilication . o2
Jeremiah 268
Jewand Chnstadelphlan 317
England and Egypt 457
A Pulplt Besieged. . .. 493
Another “Rev.” Surren-
ders .. 509
Resurrection Vatrzmes 512
The Expected Commg 515
Tarshish and India . 533
Christadelphian Contribu-
tion 534
Humble Exalted . 543
New Map of Palestine 544
Si6Ns oF THE TIMES:
Europe 35, 180, 469
Jewish Persecution 35, 276
Turkey 35, 329, 421, 468,
471, 519
Restoration Facts 84, 233, 277
Fngland 86, 132, 282, 875, 420
Austl 0~ Russua .. 132
Egypt . 133, 827, 312 419
Russia 180 419 422, 423,
:0 520
Second Exodus 180, 228, 232
Palestine Movement 229,
281, 466
Spying tbe Land .. o229
Jews Returning 232, 3872
Despair .. 277
The Bcene of Operahons 279
Oliphant's Letters 281
Restitution 329
Jewish Pxospects 376
France . 419
The East 422,
Israel's Prospects 424
Constantinople .. 521
British Perplexities .. 566

THE JEWs AND THE HoLY LAND :

Jewish Persecutions 37,
181, 378, 472
Jewish Emigration .. 388
Palestine Excepted 41, 379
Favourable Events 42
Return of Jews .. 88, 184
British Movement 133
Practical Results 135
Mr. Oliphant and Jews
182, 330, 424
Russian Jew's Article .. 184
A Multitude of Jews
Ready 185
Colonisation 186, 282 377, 472
London Meeting 380
Troubles and ~Consola-
tions, &e. . .. 559

CHAT WITH CORRESPONDENTS :

The Fallen Angels .72
The Whip of Small Cords 73
8in and its Claims 73
Do your best 73, 218
Resurrection  Respuonsi-
bility 74, 414, 416
Greater Works .. .o T4
Gentiles and the Law 75
The Memorial Name 75

Prayers .. 75
Things not to be (,opled 76
Good Reasons .
Brethren in Isolation .. 7

Dissolving Views .. 8
Jews and Judgment 128
Paul urcumcmng 128, 218
New Scientific Work 129,

288, 415
Jewish Persecution 218
Finger Posts 218
Hanging of Judas 218
Two Cock-crowings 219
Jewish Affairs 219
Law and Life 219
Isolation .. . 219
Taking Pleasure .. 219
The Adversary 220
First Love .. 220
Posture in Prayer 220
Necromancy . 221
The Bride .oo221
Three Days and \Tlghts ..o221
The Unclean Spirit 222
Coming to the Truth 223
The Chustadelphlan 228
Ten Commandments .o224
Sunday .. . .. 225
On Guard .. 283
Law and Faith 283
Favoar to Zion 283
State of Affairs 284
Gratitude .. 367
Tobacco Money 367
The Saints who Rose 367
Ignorant Teachers 368
No Discrepancy 368
Edjtorial Policy 368
Protection of the Law 368
Apostolic Signs .. 369
Open Air Fellowshlp 369
Darwin .. 369
Israel's Woes 370
Dates 371
A ngnnstlcatlon .. 414
Roman Foot Notes .. 415
Joy and Trembling 415
Who is to Baptize? 417

Youne MeN's SocIery :
Evidences of Revelation.. 260
Significances of Brass 346
Our Sunpay ScHooLs:

Notes on Genesis .. 31



Unclean Animals ..
The Deluge..
Ararat ..

The Rainbow
Abraham

School Pr«wramme
ercumcmon

The Dead Sea
Abrahamic Purpose
Sarah

Isaac..

Jacob and J oseph
Ishmaelites. .
Pharaoh

Moses .
Plagues of Evypt

410

PoETRY @

Man Mortal .
Changed in a Moment
The Turnwoil of Life
Young Sisters
Man Immortal .
Man Resmrrectional
Immortality
Too Late ..
Not Alone .. .
Life Immortal .
Now and Then ..
Light and Shade ..
Smokmv .
The Ac«,epted Time
Wondering
The Chur ch
Present World
Afterwards
Why Proud ..
Thy Will be Done
Till He Come
The Morning .
Mysteries of Dust
Jouarney of Life ..
Will Man Always be Mor-
tal ..
God’s Way
Promised Calm
Courage ..
Cedars of ch'mon
Popular Theology
A Love Whisper ..
Conifort
He is Coming
Be Not Ashaned ..
Rest for the Weary
After this Manner
Night and Morning

MiNOR ARTICLES :

Orthodox Atonement

Four Questions

Mission of Kings .

The Trial 174, 226 272
323, 462,

St. Sophia .. . ..

Toe Kingdoms

The title “Rev.”..

Co-operation

Jerusalemn Newspaper ..

Bro. Asheroft’s Removal

Hell and Despair ..

Kingdom of Heaven

Commandments ..

Longevity before Flood .

Mosaic Code . ..

Jewish Land Code

Finger Post Distribution

Sixteen Years .

495

4%.)

50/
b

Page
EpITorIaL NOTES :

Thickening Portents 34
Chavracter of the Age 83
Jewish Emigration Fund 131

223
Eternal Torments. . 179
Letters from Mr. thhant 275
Modern Sanballats .. 3%
Britain in Egypt . 372
Jewish Emigratiou 418
Comfortable Impressions 466
Children’s Magazine 518, 565

INTELLIGENCE :

Aberdeen .. 44, 234, 522, 568
Abergavenny . .. 330
Adderley Edge 284, 474
Arbroath 44, 138
Armadale . .. 531 568
Aylesbury 831, 381, 426, 532
Bagthorpe .. ..o 474

Barrow-in-Furness 158,
186, 234, 331
Bedford .. .. 831
Beith 523
Belfast 426
Bewdley 568
Bexley . 475
Bilsthorpe .. . o234
Bilston .. 89, 234, 426, 523

Birkenhead 44, 187, 235,

> {381, 474, 523, 568

Birmingham 44, £9, 138,
187, 235, 284, 831, 381,
424, 474 523 568
Blackpool .. 236
Blantyre 90, 187, .’So, 352
.ib_’, 426
Brierley Hill 45, 187, 382
Brighton 45, 90, 187,
415 5"" 568
Bristol . 188,188, 832, 475
Cambridge .. 332, 427
Cannock .. .. 139
Cardiff. . 139, 332, 569
Cheltenhain 236, 285, 427
Cinderford 188, 236, 332,

. 427, 4/3, 523 569
Crewe 523
Cumnock 140 035 569
Dalbeaties .. 140
Dawlish .. 475
Derby 90, 140, 188 3b° 47a 569
Devonport 45, 3.33 %SZ, 427
Doneaster .. 285, 3882
Dudley lSS "30, 428
Dundee 189, 42/, 476, 569
Eatington .. 140, 333, 476
Edinburgh 45, 90, 189, 236,

382, 428, 476, 569
Elland 45, 90, 189, 285,

382, 428, 523, 569
Falmouth .. 476, 569
Frome 140, 285, 476
Glasgow 45, 90, 140, 237,

235, 333, 428, 476, 523, 570
Gloucester 45, 285, 476
Grantham 45, 140, 333, 477

Great Bridge 190 231 185

Q‘) 477
Great Yarmouth'190, 382 4 ’8 570

Halifax 91, 140, 237, 333,
382, 477, 524,

570

iit.

Hanley "
Harston - o h
Heckmondwike 91> 237
High Wycombe 382, 477,
Hucknal )
Huddersfield 91, 141, 25‘,
285, 334,
Ingatestone .
Irvine 334,
Keighley ..237, 285, 428,
Kilmarnock 383, 524,

Kidderminster 45, 91, 141,
285, 334, 428, 524,

Leamington 26, 478,
Leicester 45, 92, 190, 238,
286, 383, 428, 477,
Leeds 92, 247, 334, 429, 524,
Lincoln 141, 429, 524,
Liverpool 48, 92, 14i, 238,

286, 334, 355 420 a24,
Llande;h
Llanmadock
Llanelly 478, 524,

London 48, 92, 141, 190,
238,286,334,383,429,479,525,

Maldon 92,238,286,334,420,

Manchester 286, 334,
Manstield 383, 520,
Matlock 239, 430,
Mold . .. 92,
Mumnbles .. 432, 526,
Neath

Newburgh

Newcastle 92,191, "50 430
New Wombwell 48 1 1,

284,
Newtonshaw .. ..
Normanton .. 142, 4380,
Norwich . ..
Nottingham 48, 14 101,

230, 286, 383, 479,
Oldham 286, 3833,
Penarth .
Petelbowuvh 48, 142, 2‘%0

335, 527,
Pontypridd ..
Radstock
Ripley
Sale

Sheffield 48 191 286 .3‘33

Small Heath 92, odo,

Spalding . 92,

Spondon

Stoke-on-Trent .. ..

Stockport 48, 92, 101, 234,

Stow

Swanwick .. .93,

Swansea 92, 191, 287, 683
430, 479,

Tamworth ..
Taunton
Tewkesbury
Tillicoultry..
Tranent

Walsden

Waumo'ton 93 239 287

Warwick

Wigan .

Wishaw .. 143, 287,

Wolverhampton 48, 192,
43

190
283
5% 0

527
335

527
192

384
431
431
240
431



iv.

Page Page Page
AUSTRALIA @ Newtown - - - 431 JIpswich - - 430
Brisbane - . 835 Outram - - 04, 528 Jeffersonville - - 432
Beechworth - - 143 | Ponsomby. - - 144 Jersey - 95,240, 432
Goolwa - - - 835 | 8¢ Kilda - . . 144 | Lackawaxen - - 480
" ¢ L 7 - .
Ipswich - . 287, 479 | South Riverton - - 288 L;ﬁﬁion ) . i 433
Melbourne- 143, 192, 385, Taranaki - - - 528 Lowel - - - 450
"384, 479 | SouTH AFRICA : Mahoney - - 192, 288
Sandhurst - - - 884 5 N . Minneapolis - 95, 836
Sydney - Tl 240 G.raaf Reu.let 384 Morss, ! ; > 480
Pietermaritzburgh - 836, 479 o
Walmer - - - 143 Naruna - - - 95
Tarkastad - - - 431 New Edinburgh - - 336
CaNADA @
ANADA UNITED STATES : Olathe - . -9
Guelph - 192, 287, 336, 79 Aubwrn - . P Portland - - - 240
Hamilton - . - 94|  Astrum - - I jgg| Flymouth- - - iz'*
Dmerkip - - - 34| Butimoo - 95, 431 S‘:"S“;‘ s
s wiek anco Co. - - 480 scholls Ferry - - ¢
New Brunswick - - 192 Boston - . 95, 58 Springfield K RS
p . 2, 336 . . Ni - -0
‘Townto 94, 192, 336, 384 C‘ayendxsh i A . 240 gz 11;1;&{101?8 : . gg
FRANCE : Chicago - - - 95 i
Paris . . . 144 Coldwell - - - 192 Thrifty - - - 432
Diamond Mines - - 95 Valley Spring - 144, 836
NEW ZEALAND : Dubuque - B - 144 Waneonda - . . 884
. . Elmira - - - 836 ‘Washington 96, 285, 384
Auckland - - - BB8| L g5 | West Hoboken - - 288
Christchurch - 94, 240 ttehburg - - Worcester - - - 9%
Dunedin - ~ 04, 336 Galveston - 192, 884 gzzlél;;ggk : : .Zgg
Mercer - - - 431 Havard - ) - % West Carrol - - 480




for which cause he is not ashamed to coll them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11)

¢ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
80X8 oF Gop.” —(Rom. vii. 10.)

<A
“ He (Jesus) that sonctifieth, ond they who are sonctified, are all of one (Fother); ]
N
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PATRIOTISM AND THE PROFESSION OF THE TRUTH.

By Dr. TaoMAS.

Writing of a visit to Good Hope, in August, 1861, during the Civil War,
Dr. Thomas says: ¢ We were gratified to see them once more, though not so
much on hearing that the war fever had disturbed the temperature of some
of them. From what we had heard we judged that it would be wholesome
to ‘put them in remembrance’ of the necessity of walking in the truth, as
well as of getting into Christ, if they would attain to his kingdom and glory.
If they were possessed with the spirit of war, and made war speeches to
ignorant multitudes, to stir up their ungodly lusts to hate their enemies and
take vengeance on them, what difference was there between their spirit and
that of the world ? As brethren, we must not mingle in the strife, but be
quiet come what will ; and if the contending parties will not let us alone,
then clear out from under their dominion. The saints had nothing to do
with patriotism or zeal for the country of one’s birth or adoption.  Christ,
who is the Elder Brother and the First Born of the Divine Family, “left
them an example that they should walk in his steps”—1 Pet. ii. 21.  He was
no patriot, nor did he inculcate patriotism, according to the flesh. He wept
over the faithlessness and disobedience of Jerusalem, the future throne of
his dominion ; but he neither fought for it, nor exhorted his countrymen to
do so, in view of the invasion of Judea, and the destruction of the city
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and temple by the Romans. On the
contrary, he sent his armies against it,
and told his friends in Judea to flee to
the mountains, and those in the midst
of it to emigrate, and those in the
countries of the Gentiles not to enter
it ; for that those who neglected his
warning should fall by the sword,
and be led away into slavery among
all nations.  The saints, who are
really such, have no zeal nor enthu-
siasm for anything but the truth and
its interests.  Their country is the
land promised to Abraham and his
seed ; and the commonwealth of

their adoption, Israel’s, in the Day
of Christ. Instead of the Star
Spangled Banner or the Confederate
Flag, their’s is the ensign of Judah’s
Lion to be planted on Zion when the
dominion shall come to her. Isa. v.
26 ; xi. 10, 12; xviil. 3; xlix. 22;
lix. 19; Ixii. 10; Mic. iv. 7, 8.
This is the banner that exhausts all
our patriotism—the Royal Stand-
ard of the kingdom, whose ample
folds will be unfurled by the Majesty
of the Heavens, when he shall invade
the peoples with his troops. Hab.
iii. 3—16.”

WHY ARE SOME QUICK AND SOME SLOW TO UNDERSTAND
THE TRUTH ?

Sonie are “ever learning, but never
able to come to the knowledge of
the truth ;7 while others, with some-
one or something to guide them,
some to the understanding and belief
of it in a week ! There must be a
reason for this. What is it 7 Whence
comes this diversity ? Hear what
Jesus saith :

“ am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of
mine.”  Then addressing certain
Jews, he continued, “Ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep. My
sheep hear my voice, and 1 know
them, and they follow me; and 1
aive unto them dispensational life,
and they shall by no means perish
in the age, and no one shall wrest
them out of my hands. My Father,
who gave them to me, is greater than
all ; and no one is able to wrest out
of my Father’s hand. I and the
Father are one.”—Jno. x.

And again, “Thou givest to the
Son dominion over all flesh, that all
which thou has given tc bhim, to

them he should give dispensational
life.”  “T have given to them the
words which thou gavest to me, and
they received them.” And, “For
this cause came Iinto the world, that
I should bear witness of the truth.
Every one who is of the truth hears
my voice.”

Speaking of the truth in relation
to Israel, Paul says, “ The election
has obtained it, and the rest were
blinded (according as it is written in
Isaiah, God hath given them the
spirit of slumber, eyes that they
should not see, and ears that they
should not hear), until this day;” and
therehas been no changefor the better
in their moral sense since Paul’s day.

Now hear what is testifiel of the
“ever learning.” And Jesus said, “1
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because thou hast hid these
things (he preached the gospel of the
kingdom) from the wise and prudent
(thatis, in their own conceit) and hast
revealed them unto babes. Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good to thee.”
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’J PLACING THE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE RIGHT PLACE. 3

And Paul, also speaking of the
same “ heady high-minded ” class in
the “last days” of the Mosaic dis-
pensation, in which he ministered
the gospel of the kingdom, says, that
men, lovers of themselves, and cove-
tous, having a form of godliness, but
denying the power of it, and having
greatinfluence oversilly women would,
like Jannes and Jambres, who with-
stood Moses, themselves also resist
the truth. He was much harassed
by them, who spoiled much of the
work he had done, and styles them
“men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith.”  Men love
themselves, and are covetous when

PLACING THE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE RIGHT PLACE.

Dr. Thomas being accused by a
Michigan conference of being a divi-
der of the flock by his ““exclusive-
ness,” in pointing out the limited
nature of the terms on which salva-
tion is offered in the Scriptures, re-
plied as follows :—

“We exclude no one, not even a
Jew, Mohammedan, or Pagan. It is
not we that exclude, for it is not our
prerogative to do so. We learn from
the Bible that there is a certain thing
called “the Word.” We did not in-
vent this, and therefore we are not
responsible for its definitions and
testimonies. 'We believe that the
Deity is its author, and that there-
fore he is responsible for all its hard
and crucifying sayings, and the ex-
clusion of all from his salvation
except the few, whom he conde-
scends to choose. “ Many,” saith
he “are called, but few are chosen ;”
“many shall seek to enter in, and
shall not be able ;” and “straitis the

they will not risk their present in-
terests and social position for the
naked truth. The minds of such are
in a corrupt state, deceived by the
deceitfulness of sin, and so long as
this influence reigns they are repro-
bate, and cannot see the truth.
Minds so unhappily beclouded will
ever resist it. The study of the
Bible for a lifetime will he of little
benetit to them ; while to those of
an opposite or different mind, who
become as little children, the Chris-
tianity of the Bible may be learned
in a week, for it is therein “ revealed
unto bhabes.”—Dr., THOMAS, 71 the

Herdld of the Kingdom.

gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth into life, and few there be
that tind it.”  All this is very ex-
clusive ; but this is not our “great
sin ;7 if sin it be at all.  If the
Deity had waited until he had con-
sulted the Michigan Conference, and
had deferred to its advice, He would
have reversed this arrangement; pro-
viding only for the salvation of “the
few !”  DBut he did not wait to con-
sult it, nor any of his creatures;
which plainly indicates to our mind
that He had no respect for any of
their opinions or views in the pre-
mises. What He hath purposed he
hath purposed in himself for his own
good pleasure. Yph. i 9; Rew
iv. 2. In this we acquiesce with
with perfect and entire satisfaction.

All, then, we have to do is to
study this word, and to find out
what it teaches for faith and obedi-
ence. We endeavour to discover
how the word defines the few that

shall be saved ; and what it says of
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“the gate,” and “the way which
leadeth intolife.” Webelieve that we
understand what the word teaches
upon these important subjects ; and
we tell an unthankful and perverse
generation what it says. We show
its “wise and prudent” whom the
word excludes, and whom it does not ;
and because it excludes them and
theirs that “wonder after”” them,
they hate it ; but to conceal their
hatred to the word, they handle
roughly in their talk all who show
the condemnation that word fulmi-
nates against them. Thus while they
hate God, as evinced in their “ cast-
ing his words behind them,” they
transfer their attacks to them who
are more accessible ; for He is in the
Heaven but we upon the earth. But
never mind ; their tongues may pre-
vail against us now until the Anecient
of Days shall come. Their rough
handling we regard as liftle as their
foolish talk ; and surely, if they
could only know our supreme in-
difference to it, they would change
the subject of their conversation,
But, doubtless, it gratifies ; for it is
so fine a thing to be thought ‘liberal
and charitable.” It makes us so
popular with the Old Adam ; and
who can doubt it, when we denounce
“ exclusionists,” and proclaim the
salvation of all who belicve a nega-
tive?

As to being “ a divider of the
flock,” in the name of Scripture and
reason, what “flock ” is that? A
flock identical with the Michigan
Conference ¢ When was it ever

united ¢ Who can divide a heteroge-
nous flock of Campbellites, Advent-
ists, Marshites, ef id genus omnes?
Division is the essence of such a
flock, whose falling asunder is a
matter of no concern in heaven above,
nor in the earth beneath, save to
those whose craft it is to feed or
cram it with traditions palatable to
the flesh. Introduce the truth among
them and it will throw them into up-
roar ; and if there be any honest and
good hearts among them, it will
cause them to evacuate the house of
Jezebel with all promptitude and dis-
pateh, lest partaking in her sins they
become obnoxious to the ruin which
impends. We glory indecd in being
a divider of all such from so goatish
a community. Christ’s sheep are a
flock who know the shepherd’s voice,
which is the truth. This never di-
vides them, and they make no out-
cry against excluding wolves and
goats from their fold. They are par-
ticularly anxious that they should
not be permitted to creep in una-
wares. They do not like the scent
of goats nor the teeth and claws of
dogs and wolves. They have no
more tolerance for a great goat, or a
big wolf in their fold, than for little
ones. The greater the goat and the
bigger the wolf, the more careful
they are to make all the sheep see
that though coated with much wool,
they are but goats and wolves after
all.  And we never yet heard a real
sheep say, “this is very offcnsive
to us.”—Dr. THOMAS, in the Herald
of the Kingdom.
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THE ABIDING CONDITION OF THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE
DEAD.

Whatever Opll’llOllb might be enter- ; finally emerge from the darkness and

tained respecting man’s state indeath,
no one could deny that the Scmptures
speak of it as a sleep. Job vii. 21 ;
Psalms xiii. 4; Daniel xii. 2; 1
Thess. iv. 15. If those thus de-
scribed as being asleep,
the praises of God in heaven, then
they sang in their sleep. If they

writhed in hellish pains, then they !
It was im- -

writhed in their sleep.
possible to suppose that the term

“asleep” denoted a conscious and '

waking condition. To fall asleep in
Adam was simply to fall beneath the
operation of that law of sin and

in consequence of his disobedience.

and corruptible nature, and if we

could not become introduced into
* given me I should lose nothing, but
It was the ;

any higher relationship, we died and
returned to our dust.
lecturer’s entire conviction that the
great bulk of mankind inall ages and
generations had met with this des-
tiny. We need not pity them any
more than we need pity the millions
who have not yet been born. It was
very certain that but a few out of all
the races of mankind had fallen
asleep in Jesus, and who else was
there for a man to sleep in ? There
was only one, and that was Adam
the first ! Paul says that in him all
die. It was only those that were in

Christ that would be made alive in -

that permanent sense of which the
apostle was speaking. If all men
who had ever lived could be shown
to be in Christ, then of course there
would be none who are asleep in
Adam, and all in that case would

i silence of the grave.

were singing |

death under which Adam was placed | Christ,
* power over all flesh that He might
By natural birth we were simply his !
descendants ; we inherited his weak
' 2, “This is the Father’s will who

But Paul spoke
of certain who were “in Christ” be-
fore him, showing that there wasa
time when neither he nor they were
in that exceptional and privileged
relationship.

The Lecturer proceeded to examine
the texts and arguments which are
generally adduced in support of the
popular contention that there was in
reality no such thing as death, and
successfully established the conclu-
sion that if men desired an immortal
existence thiey must become favour-
ably related to the Lord Jesus
to whom God had given

give eternal life to as many as the
Father hath given Him.-—John xvii,

hath sent me, that of all that he hath

should raise it up again at the last
day "—dJohn vi. 39. Had the Father
given every human being that ever
lived to Christ ? “ The Son quicken-
eth whom he will,”—John v. 21.
‘Would he quicken “all in whom a
pulse has beaten or a heart has
throbbed ¥ If so, what were we to
make of such declarating as that
which we find in Isaiah xxvi. 14
If all of woman born were to emerge
from the sepulchre and behold the
light of the sun again, what meant
David when he wrote the two last
verses of the 49th Psalm ¢ If every
son of Adam was amenable to the
judgment seat of Christ, what were
we to understand by Paul’s declara-
tion that God ““in time past suffered
all nations to walk in their own
ways” and ¢ winked at” their ignor-
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ance. If all mankind that had ever
trod the surface of the earth were
destined to live as long as God should
live, how came the apostle of the
Gentiles to speak of them as being
¢ Alienated from the life of God,”
Ephesians iv. 18 ¥ The ¢ life of (zod”
was surely that of which God him-
self had spoken when he said “ As
truly as I live” And when he
called himself “ the living God.” 1If
the world to come was to have a
place in it for every human soul,
what did Jesus mean when he spoke
of those only attaining that world,
and the resurrection of the dead, who
are counted worthy of it.—Luke xx.
35. If death did mot end all for
some people, how were we to under-
stand Solomon where he says, ¢ The
man that wandereth out of the way
of understanding shall remain in the
congregation of the dead.”—Pro. xxi.
35.  Mr. Ashcroft contended that it
was not difficult to harmonise such
statements as these with the texts
that were commeonly supposed to
countenance the doctrine of the im-
mortality of the soul, and an univer-
sal resurrection : but that it was
simply impossible to reconcile the
teaching of established tradition with
these plain and positive declarations,
The experiment had been tried hy
men of culture and refinement, and
supreme conscientiousness towards
(iod, and by men whose temporal
interests are bound up with the
nmaintenance of prevailing creeds,
but in their hands it had signally
failed. There was great uncertainty
and unsettlement in the religions
world, and men were groaning for
something that might reconcile their
reverence for the Bible with their

intelligence, their observation, their
common sense. Such a reconciliation
was possible, but not so long as the
Bible was regarded as responsible for
the dogmas of the pulpit. The general
situation was much more depressing
and sad than people were accustomed
to think. The nations were passing
away in the vanity of their minds to
an eternal grave, in profound igno-
rance of their destiny, and of the
only way of salvation that had been
provided in Christ.

The Christadelphians believed
this with all their hearts, and there-
fore it was that they sought to gain
the ears of their contemporaries, that
they might tell them of their peril,
and point them to the one means of
escape. The present confession was
only for an appointed time. The
removal of that veil which is
spread over the nations was the work
of that wondrous Being who is now
at the right hand of God, but who
was to return that He may judge the
professed members of His household,
both living and dead, and dismiss
the unworthy from His presence,
while He gives eternal life to all that
are His friends. And when thus His
house shall have been organized, that
glorified and immortal company would
issue forth to do a great and much
needed work in all the earth ; to rule
the earth in righteousness, to sweep
away every defiling institution, and
every refuge of lies, and tointroduce
an era of enlightenment, and purity,
and blessedness in which mankind
shall dwell together in unity and
peace, and no larger walk after the
Imaginations of their evil hearts.—
Report of a Lecture by Bro. Asm-
CROFT.
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THE VISIBLE HAND OF GOD
IN
MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND WONDERS:
The nature and design of such operations and their necessity to the accomplishment
of the work of God in the enrth.

No. 11.

Moses, having obtained the ear of the people, took the next step.  Accom-
panied by Aaron, he obtained an aundience of Pharaoh, King of Kgypt, for
which his previous status at the court of Egypt, in the days before his
exile, had doubtless paved the way. The impending struggle between
Divine power on the one hand, and the power of Egypt on the other, was
opened gently at the first. . Moses presented a limited request of a perfectly
reasonable nature, even from the Egyptian point of view. The full extent
of the Divine purpose was not disclosed at once. “Thus saith Yahweh
Elohim of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in
the wilderness.” The kernel of this demand lay in the authority upon
which it was made : ¢ Thus saith Yahweh Elohim of Israel.” This raised
the issue at once—the intended issue—the issue involved in the whole
Egyptian struggle. Not a question of the rights of the Hebrews— which
formed a very subordinate element in the case,—but a question of the
authority of Yahweh Elohim of Israel to demand their liberation. The
issue was immediately taken by Pharaoh : ¢ Who is Yanwen, that I shonld
obey lis voice to let Israel go? 1 know not Yahweh, neither will T let
Israel go.” Pharaoh had never heard of Yahweh. If he had ever heard
that the Hebrew slave race in his dominions had a God, he had never
heard of Him under this name: for this was a name specially assumed—a
name by which ne had never before been known—a name revealed for the
first time at the commencement of the Egyptian wonders. So God informed
Moses (Ex. vi. 3), I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
by the name of God Almighty (4l Shaddai-—the strength of the powerful
ones or angels) : but by my name Yaawrn was I not known unte them.”
This is the name appearing in the English version as Jehovah : that its
correct form is YAHWEH appears to he beyond doubt. There is a tolerable
unanimity among Hebraists on this point. That it is incorrectly translated, 1
AM appears also beyond doubt. It is the verb of existence, but not in the
present tense. This is established by several grammatical books recently
published, referred to by Bro. Thirtle in his recent article on the subject,
and copies of which are in our possession, by his kindness. Their conten-
tion on the point is certainly strongly supported by this fact, that in the
very few cases where the same form of the verb occurs in the Hebrew
scriptures otherwise than as the name of God, it has a future meaning:
e.g., “1 will be (Yahweh) as the dew unto Israel” (Hos. xiv. 5). The
writers in question concur with Dr. Thomas, that the memorial name of thé
Deity revealed to Moses was a prophetic name—I WILI, BE—an intimation
of the Deity’s purpose to manifest himself in a perso:al form for the
deliverance of Israel and all the families of the earth at the last.
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However, Pharoah had never heard of Yahweh ; therefore he naturally
enquired who he was, and declared he knew Him not, and what was more,
should not comply with his mandate. Moses explained that Yahweh was
the God of the Hebrews, and that the God of the Hebrews had appeared to
him. He repeated the request for permission to go into the wilderness
to worship—limiting the asked-for leave of absence to three days, and
employing as an argument, that might appeal to a Pagan like
Pharoah, that the Israelites were in danger of judgment from
their God, if they did not hold the required feast. Phurach met the
request with a decisive negative. He upbraided Moses and Aaron for hin-
dering the Israelites from their work, and dismissed them peremptorily. He
then issued orders to the Egyptian overseers of the Israelites, to make
their task as brickmakers more severe by withholding the materials
heretofore supplied to them for the manufacture of the bricks, and yet
insisting on the same amount of production as before. The commentary
with which TPharaoh accompanied this tyrannical decree was very bitter for
Israel. ““ They be idle: therefore they cry, Let us go and sacrifice 10 our
God. Let there more work be laid upon the men that they may labour
therein, and let them not regard vain words.” The people had no escape
from this severe measure. Pharaoh’s officers said to them, ‘Thus saith
Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. Go ye, get ye straw where you can
find it: yet not aught of your work shall be diminished.” The people
scattered everywhere to gather stubble instead of straw. They could not
make bricks while so engaged ; yet the regulation number was demanded of
them, and not being forthcoming, they were beaten. What a sore strait !
What were the Israelites to do? They sent a deputation to Pharaoh. He
received them. They said, “ Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy
servants? There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say
to us, make brick. And behold thy servants are beaten. But the
fault is in thine own people.” Pharaoh only repeated the taunt with
which he issued the order stopping the straw. “ Ye are idle ; ye are idle:
therefore ye say, let us go and do sacrifice to Yahweh. Go, therefore, now
and work ; for there shall no straw be given you. Yet shall ye deliver the
number of bricks.” The deputation retired discomfited. ¢ They saw they
were in evil case.” They encounter Moses and Aaron with upbraidings.
They accuse them of having made them odious in the eyes of the
Egyptians, and declare they have put a sword in Pharach’s hand against
them. It was a sore grip. It was a perfectly natural phase for circum-
stances to assume. It iIs what would happen to-day were any despot
so demanded to concede privileges to a serf race. It is one of a thousand
evidences of the truthfulness of the narrative that such should be recorded
as the first result of the summons addressed to Pharaoh. It was a perfectly
natural result, but it was not in harmony with the expectations of the people,
who naturally supposed the deliverance that Moses had given them assurance
of what would be effected straight away. Instead of deliverance, they felt
the bonds drawing tighter. It was only a preparation for the interposing
hand of relief. Moses appealed to God in anguish of spirit: “ Wherefore
hast Thou so evil entreated this people? Why is it that Thou has sent me *
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for since I came to Pharach to speak in Thy name, he hath done evil to this
people : neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all.” The answer he
received was very consolatory : ¢ Now shalt thou see what I shall do to
Pharaoch. . . . Say unto the children of lsrael, I am Yaswes, and I
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Igyptians, and I will rid
you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm
and with great judgments. And I will take you to me for a people, and 1
will be to youa God. And ye shall know that I am Yaswes, your Elohim,
who bringeth you out from under the burdens of the LKgyptians: And I
will bring you in unto the land concerning the which I did swear to give it
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” (KEx. vi,, 1-8).

Moses himself was re-assured and comforted by this message, and he went
and communicated it to the disconsolate Israelites ; but they were in no mood
to listen. ¢ They hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit and for
cruel bondage.” (Verse 9). Again, how lifelike this narrative. There is
no artificial glow such as would have characterised a patriotic fictitious
narration—no heroic confidence of the people ; no sublime resignation in the
prospect of Divine interference ; no magnificent attitudinizing—not even on
the part of Moses ; for Moses himself, rebuffed by the heartless reception of
this message by the people, returns to the Lord and says, “Behold, the
children of Israel have not hearkened unto me ; how then shall Pharaoh hear
me? (verse 12).

And shall we say that it was unbefitting divine wisdom that Israel’s
afflictions should be aggravated, as the first result of divine interposition on
their behalf # On the contrary, it accentuated the situation ; it gave acute-
ness to the crisis ; it deepened and sharpened Israel’s interest in the issue at
stake ; it chased away all indifference, and thoroughly roused the solicitude
both of Israel and the Egyptians in the controversy about to be debated with
stupendous power. It was a fitting preparation for the display of Ommni-
potence in exhibition of Yahweh’s mighty name.

Moses again addressed himself to Pharaoh. Pharaoh demanded some
proof of his authority to make the demand for Israel’s leave of absence.
Moses then performed the appointed “sign;” he threw his rod on the
ground, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh had also called his “ wise
men and sorcerers and magicians,” and ‘they also did in like manner with
their enchantments, for they cast down every man his rod and they became
serpents.” How are we to account for this achievement by sorcery of
apparently the same marvel as God did by Moses? The answer is, it was
an imitation. It was after hearing what Moses had done that the magicians
did the same ! But how could they do it? The record gives the answer:
“it was with (or by) their enchantments.” It was by the exercise of their
art. But could they by any exercise of their art perform a miracle? No;
and they did not perform a miracle. Magicians never did perform miracles
in the sense of a truly super-human operation. Their wonders have always
been “lying wonders,” that is, wonders apparently super-human, but not
really so, but only feats of hand or skilful applications of the secret forces
of nature. Many such secrets were known to the Egyptians, some of which
have perished with them. Artists of our day do not know how they ob-
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tained their fixity of colour, nor do mechanicians understand by what appli-
cation of power they lifted and put in their places the immense blocks that
go to form the pyramids. Some electricians have concluded, from various
circumstances, that they were acquainted with magnetism, vital and me-
chanical. Their *enchantments” were certainly due to natural knowledge,
deftly applied. How could they turn a rod into a serpeni? Not having
been told (except that it was  with their enchantments ”) how they did it,
we cannot know exactly ; but we may guess. They knew that this was
what they had to do—to apparently turn rods into serpents by throwing them
down. They therefore procured serpents, and paralysed them into a rigid
form by some mode of chemical treatment. They then encrusted them with
some substance that made them look exactly like sticks; and knowing how
to terminate the paralysis of the beasts at will, by the application
of some counter chemic or mode of generating electric force,
they went before Pharaoh ready to show himm the feat which
had been ordered. They pitched their stiffened serpents on
the floor, and of course the creatures started a-wriggling by the side of
the serpent of Moses. The difference between the two performances became,
however, at once apparent, for the true rod-serpent rears itself, darts quickly
from one to another of the make-believe rod-serpents, and swallowed them in a
twinkle, and then quietly resumes its rod-state in the hands of Moses. There
are feats that cannot be simulated, and this was one. It is one of the great
differences between the miracles of Divine performance and those of priestly
deception, that the works of Divine power are beyond the possibility of
human appliance. Who could single out the first-born in every house and
kill him? Who could open a path in the sea? Who could feed a multitude
for forty years in a desert? Who could cleave the earth beneath a
rebellious company and send them shrieking into the abyss? Who could,
by the exercise of will, make the massive walls of a fortified city fall
simultaneously in all directions? Who could decimate a whole army in a
single night, as the soldiers lay in their tents? Who could heal all diseases
with a word? Who could raise the dead ? These, and a hundred such like
things are the wonders performed among Israel by Divine power—wonders
of a nature that exclude the possibility of human collusion. Men may
momentarily stiffen serpents, but they cannot give the unstiffened animals the
power of devouring a dozen neighbours. They cannot set Sinai on an
earthquake and envelope it with fire and cloud, and cause a trumpet voice to
be heard for days throughout a great distance.

However, Pharaoh was satisfied that the performance of Moses was only
a higher form of the faculty exhibited by his own conjurors, and therefore
he confirmed himself in his original determination to disregard his request.
In this decision he was divinely helped. ¢ The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s
heart thas he hearkened not unto Moses and Aaron.” It was necessary he
should resist, and therefore that he should be strengthened to resist. It is
strange that any should experience any difficulty in the reception of this
fact, yet not strange when people entertain the idea that Pharaoh was an
immortal being, and doomed by this treatment to the certainty of a hell,
such as is pictured in popular theology. When it is recognised that Pharaoh
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was an obstinate pagan, raised up expressly that in him God’s power might
be exhibited in all the earth, it is impossible that the difficulty can exist to
a logical mind. Human nature is but the earth-clay in the hand of the
potter. The potter will work out of the chaotic clay-fields beautiful pottery
fit for the potter’s house ; but in the process, some clay is turned to 1nferior
account—shaped into inferior vessels, and put to inferior (though necessary)
purposes ; tempered, perhaps, to a rough and strong state, quite unlike the
fineness and beauty of porcelain. ‘Where is the difficulty? None but sucl
as the false doctrines of human immortality creates.

Pharaoh does not appear to have informed Moses of his decision.  Moses
and Aaron were dismissed with their serpent-stuffed, but no larger rod, but
were left in ignorance of the fact that their marvellous performance had pro-
duced no effect, and that Pharaoh was resolved to refuse their request. The
fact was communicated to Moses by God. ¢ The Lord said unto Moses,
Pharoah’s heart is hardened : he refuseth to let the people go.” What next ?
Moses was told to put himself in Pharaoh’s way in the morning as he came
to the river (probably for a morning bath) : and to take with him *“the rod,
which was turned to a serpent ;” and to say to Pharaoh when he met him,
“ Yahweh Elohim of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, let my
people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and behold
hitherto thou wouldest not hear. Thus saith Yahweh, in this thou
shalt know that I am Yahweh. Behold, I will smite with the rod that
is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be
turned to blood, and the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river
shall stink: and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink of the water in the
river.” To deliver such a message to a man just out in the fresh morning,
and with the luxury of a morning bath in the river before him, was cer-
tainly to arrest his attention in the most striking manner possible, and to
propose to him a sign most palpable and beyond the power of man. We
are not told how Pharaoh received this uncourtly interruption of his morning
privacy. He was probably displeased enough, and impatiently ordered
Moses out of his presence. But (God’s business is very urgent when it comes.
It cannot stand aside to suit human convenience. CGod told Moses to ovder
Aaron to stretch out the rod over all the waters of Egypt to turn them to
blood. Why the stretching out of the rod? DBecause there was a right
moment for the wonder to commence, and it was fitting that that right
moment should be marked so that the connection between the accomplish-
ment of the marvel and the holder of the rod, might be apparent. Was it
Aaron or was it the rod that produced the effect ? Neither : “ Yahwel smote
the river” (verse 25); but Aaron and the rod (commanded by Moses) were
God’s signal. A railway official shows a white flag from a gallery in the
Birmingham Railway Station, and the train moves off. It is not the flag
that does it ; it is the signal for the thing to be done: the steam liberated
by the driver does the work. God’s drivers are the angels ; the Spirit is the
steam. When the signal was shown—when Aaron’s rod was elevated——the
waters throughout Xgypt were simultaneously operated on by the angelic
workers, so as to he chemically and organically transmuted into a nauseous
coagulation, offensive and deleterious to man and beast. Ye brainless une
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believers ! begone with your shallow objections that look so smart.
Water turns into blood in your bodies every day. Can ye tell how
the marvel is accomplished? Not ye. Ye may talk of gastric
juices, and chyle, pancreatic fluids, absorbent vessels, secerning glands,
and all the other apparatus of the annual economy, but when ye
have gone over the whole list, and made much pedantic display of the bar-
barous nomenclature of a pedantic science, ye are still where ye were
—ignorant as the cattle in the field of the essential process by which the
ingredients of the wonderful element we call water are turned into the still
more wonderful crimson fluid that charges the fibre of the body with energy
and life.  Ye only know a fact, but not the occult nature of the fact; and
because the fact is slowly performed every day, ye think it not a wonderful
fact. Or else, if ye have a sufficient glimmer of sense to feel that perhaps
it 1s wonderful, ye instantly stultify your reason, and make all wise men
ashamed by your blatant dogmatism to the effect that this is the only form
in which the wonderful fact can be performed—that God can turn water in-
to blood in your bodies, but he cannot do it in the open air on the banks of
the Nile. Ye masses of cellular tissue and water, when will ye learn that
your notions and impressions, and poor capacities, are no measure of the
possibilities of the Power that produced the little sense that even you
have.

God can do things quick or slow,—by direct volition or circuitous
organic incorporation of the invisible forces—according as the occasion calls.
The display of His power to Israel and the Egyptians required the spoiling
of the Egyptian water everywhere, and it was spoiled. But “ the Egyptians
did so with their enchantments”? Yes. They got a small quantity of
water ; it must have been a small quantity, because it was after the water
in general was turned into blood ; and with their petty-fogging appliances,
they were able to turn clear water into crimson liquor ; any chemist can do
it to-day. And because they were able to do this, Pnaraoh came to the same
conclusion as in the case of the serpents: that Moses was merely a cleverer
magician than the court sorcerers. So “neither did he set his heart to this
also” (verse 23.) But there was the astounding fact, nevertheless, before
his eyes—that “ all the waters in the river were turned into blood, and the
fish that was in the river died, and the river stank, and the Egyptians could
not drink of the water of the river . . . . and all the Egyptians digged
round about the river for water to drink.”

Seven days of this wretched state of things probably sufficed only to make
Pharaoh morose. It did not lead him to make favourable advances to
Moses. He remained in sullen retirement, vexed, angry, and impotent. It
was necessary to approach him again. ‘The Lord spake unto Moses, Go
unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, thus saith the Lord, let my people go that
they may serve me. And if thou refuse to let them go, behold I will smite
all thy borders with frogs. And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly,
which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and
upon thy bed, and into the houses of thy servants, and upon thy people, and
into thine ovens, and into thy kneading troughs. And the frogs shall come
ap both on thee and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants.” How



The Onrstetah®"|  THE VISIBLE HAND OF GOD—MAN MORTAL. 13
2, 1882,

Pharaoh received this dreadful renewal of the subject, we are not informed.
That he resented it, we may gather from the fact, that Yahweh commanded
Moses to proceed with the infliction of the threatened plagne. ¢ And
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Iigypt, and the frogs
came up and covered the land of Egypt.” Frogs were instantaneously
produced in multitudes, and became such a distressing plague as
we can only imagine, and not very easily imagine. It was a miracle,
but the miracle lay only in the rapid production. Slow production
takes place every day. God, who started the slow: processat the beginning—
(Huxley and Darwin to the contrary notwithstanding: see Wilford Hall’s
overthrow of their theory in The Problem of Human Life)—God, who
started the slow process can accelerate the process when occasion requires,
and the occasion required it, for God was proving his existence and power to
Israel, and all the earth, in the blows struck in the controversy raised about
the liberation of Israel. And so the frogs came and afflicted the Egyptians
greatly, “and the magicians did so with fheir enchantments.” Nothing
easier under the circumstances. There were frogs enough all about. They
had but to collect and secrete, and suddenly liberate a sufficient number to
convince Pharoah that they also possessed the terrible power working with
this man Moses. Still the power of the magicians to add to the plague was
not very reassuring to Pharoah, in the absence of power on their part to rid
the land of the plague. Moses and Aaron evidently had the greater power,
and so he appealed to Moses and Aaron, and through them to the God in
whose name they performed their wonders. “ Intreat Yahweh that he may
take away the frogs from me and from my people, and I will let the people
go that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord.” Moses turned Pharoah’s
relenting mood to the best account. “ When shall I entreat for thee ¥’ This
fixing of a time for the stoppage of the plague would show how completely,
under Yahwel’s control, the forces at work were. TPharoah fixes the time,
“To-morrow.” Moses agrees, adding this remark, which shews the nature
of the effect aimed at, “ THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW THAT THERE
IS NONE LIKE UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD.”
Evitor.

MAN MORTAL.

Like a damask rose you see,

Or like a blossom on a tree,

Or like the dainty flower in May,

Or like the morning to the day,

Or like the sun, or like the shade,

Or like the gourd which Jonah made ;
Even such is man, whose thread is spun,
Drawn out and out, and so is done.

The rose withers, the blossom blasteth,
The flower fades, the morning hasteth,
The sun sets, the shadow flies,

The gourd consumes, the man—he dies.
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Like the grass that’s newly sprung,

Or like the tale that’s new begun,

Or like the bird that’s here to-day,

Or like the pearled dew in May,

Or like an hour, or like a span,

Or like the singing of the swan ;

Even such is man, who lives by breath,
Is here, now there, in life and death.

The grass withers, the tale is ended,

The bird is flown, the dew’s ascended,
The hour is short, the span not long,
The swan’s near death, man’s life is done

Like to the bubble in the brook,

Or in a glass much like a Jook,

Or like the shuttle in weaver’s hand,
Or like the writing on the sand,

Or like a thought, or like a dream,

Or like the gliding of the stream ;
Even such is man, who lives by breath,
Is here, now there, in life and death.

The bubble’s out, the look forgot,

The shuttle’s flung, the writing’s blot,
The thought is past, the dream is gone,
The waters glide, man’s life is done.

Like an arrow from a bow

Or like a swift course of water tlow,
Or like the time ’twixt flood and ebb,
Or like the spider’s tender web,

Or like a race, or like a goal,

Or like the dealing of a dole ;

Even such is man, whose brittle state
Is always subject uuto fate.

The arrow shot, the flood soon spent,
The time no time, the web soon rent,
"The race soon run, the goal soon won,

The dole soon dealt, man’s life soon done.

Like to the lightning from the sky,

Or like a post that quick doth hie,

Or like a quaver in a song,

Or like a journey three days’ long,

Or like snow when summer’s cone,

Or like a.pear, or like a plum ;

Even such is man, who heaps up sorrow,
Lives but this day, and dies to-morrow.
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The lightning’s past, the post must go,
The song is short, the journey so,

The pear doth rot, the plum doth fall,
The snow dissolves, and so must all.

{There is some dispute about the authorship of the foregoing poem. No matter. The
doctrine set forth is true, and it is well set forth. It lacks only in one point: it makes
no account of the fact that a shaft of light from heaven has struck into the darkness
whieh it so graphieally pourtrays. It gives no hint of the immortality that has been
brought to light by the Gospel. Perhaps this need not be considered a defectin a picture
of man’s mortality only. From the artist’s point of view, true ; but there is a larger
point of view than the artist’s. Let some artist give us an equal portrait of the light and
blessedness of the future. Here is a theme for comparisons and similes. Is there no
pen equal toit ? Let someone try. But it must he good. There must be no tameness in
a work that ought to exceed the foregoing, as far as ¢ the inheritance of the saints in
tight” exceeds the present dark, doleful, miserable, evil world. —Ep1ror.]

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWOLRTH.

Rererexce Tasoer No. 215. It is our high privilege that Christ laid
' down his life for us. It is our duty to lay
. 1 down our lives for the brethren.
PRIVILEGE AND DUTY. { It is our unspeakable joy to look for the
Ir is our privilege to be sons and daugh. ' merey of God unto eternal life. It is our
ters of the Lord God Almighty. It isa bounden duty to be merciful, slow to anger,
duty, arising out of that fact, to act the and of great kindness. L
part of obedient children. It is our precious privilege to rejoice in

It is our privilege to have become enligh- the bountiful provision which God las
tened in the truth. It is our duty to walk made for his children. 1Tt is our duty in
as children of the light. turn to sow bountifully beside all waters.

It is our privilege to be of those who 1t is our inestimable privilege to he the

have been forgiven their trespasses. It is prospective recipients of boundless riches.
our duty to forgive those who trespass It is our duty to be rich toward God in
against us, even to the extent, if need be, beneficent endeavour on behalf of his name
of seventy times seven. and truth, o

It is our privilege to be heirs of the It}squruuqueshopablepl:lvxleget.opossess
kingdon’l and glory of Jehovah. Itis our the bcrlptures. It is 0111: 1mperatwe duty
duty to walk worthy of Gad, who hath | to read and study them for ourselves, and
called us thereunto by the Gospel. teach them to others

It is our peculiar privilege to understand It is our privilege to possess many oppor-
the signs of the times. It is our duty, | tunities of well-doing. * 1t is our duty to
arising out of this, to watch and pray that do good unto all men, and especially unto
we may escape the judgments coming on | the household of faith.
the children of disobedience. ) It is our privilege to havc been plll'cllased

It is our privilege to bo accounted | from the slavery of sin by Christ Jesus.
¢“brethren >’ by Christ the Lord. It is our : It is our duty to account him as our
duty to love as brethren should do, and to | master, and ourselves, henceforth, as but

let brotherly love continue. ' stewards of all we possess, who miust rven-
It is our privilege to be heirs of salva- | der account. o .
vation. It is our duty to work out our It is our blessed privilege to have received

salvation with fear and trembling. a providential invitation to become candi-
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dates for glory, honour, and immortality.
It is our reasonable duty to make our call-
ing and election sure by patient continu-
ance in well-doing.

ReFERENCE TaBLET No. 216.

PHRENOLOGY
(From a Divine point of view.)

CASUALITY.

Search the Scriptures.——(John v. 3%).
Try the spirits.—(1 Johu iv. 1).
Prove all things.—(1 Thess. v. 21),

VENERATION.

‘Worship the Lord inthebeautyof holiness.
(1 Chron. xvi. 29).
He is thy Lord, worship thou Lim.—
(Ps. xlv. 11).
Him shall ye fear, and him shall ye wor-

ship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice.—
! (Jas. v. 13).

(2 Kings xvii. 36).
Holy and reverend is his name.—(Ds.
exi. 9).
BENEVOLENCE.
Do good unto all men.—(Gal. vi. 10).
He who soweth bountifully shall reap
bountifully.—(2 Cor. ix. 6).

Being enriched in everything to all boun-

tifulness.—(verse 6).
God loveth a cheerful giver.——(verse 7).
He who hath a bountiful eye shall be
blessed. —(Prov. xxii. 9).

HOPYE.

We are saved by hope.—(Rom. viii. 24},

Hewhoplougheth should plougl in hope.
-—(1 Cor. ix. 10).

Hope maketh not ashamed.—(Rom. v.
5).
Abound in hope.—(Rom. xv. 13).
Putting on for a helmet the hope of
salvation.—(1 Thes. v. 8).

Hope to the end, for the grace thatis to
be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. —(1 Pet. 1. 13).

CONSCIENTIOUSNESS.

Holding faith and a good conscience.—
(1 Tim. i. 19).

Having a conscience void of offence
toward God and men.—(Acts xxiv. 16).

Holding the mistery of the faith ina
pure conscience.—(1 Tim. iii. 9).

SELF-ESTEEM
Let each esteem others better than him-

 self.—(Phil. ii 3).

Esteem them very highly in love for

" their works sake.—(1 Tim. v. 18).

Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater

riches than the treasures of Egypt.—(Heb.

xi. 26).
Be not high-minded, but fear.—(Rom.
xi. 20).

LANGUAGE.

If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God.—(1 Pet. iv. 11).
Speak thou the things which become

. sound doctrine.—(Tit. ii. 1).

Let your speech be always with grace

© seasoned with salt.—(Col. iv. 6).

Sound speech that cannot be condemned.

© —(Tit. ii. 8).

MIRTHFULNESS.
Is any merry, let him sing psalms.—

A merry heart maketh a cheerful
countenance.—(Prov. xv. 13).

He who is of a merry heart hath a con-
tinual feast.—(Ver. 15).

A merry heart doeth good like medicine.
—(Prov. xvii. 22).

Rejoice in the Lord always.—(Phil. iv.
4).

O give thanks unto the Lord, sing unto
him, sing psalms unto Him.—(Psalm cv
1, 2).

Come before his presence with singing.
—(Psalm cii. 2).

Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your hearts to the Lord. —(Eph.
v. 19).

FIRMNESS,

Be ye steadfast and unmoveable.—(1
Cor, xv. 58).

Hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of
the hope firm unto the end.—(Heb, iii. 6).

Be not moved away from the hope of
the gospel.—(Col. i. 23).

Stand fast in the faith. —(1 Cor. xvi. 13}.

COMBATIVENESS.

Fight the good fight of faith, —(1 Tim. vi.
12).
Quit you like men, be strong.—(1 Cor.
xvi. 13).
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Put on the whole armour of God —
(Eﬁh vi. 11).
esist the devil.—(Jas. iv. 7).
‘War a good warfare.—(1 Tim. i. 18).
Endure hardness as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ.—(2 Tim ii. 3).

IMITATION.

Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in
heart.—(Matt. xi. 29).
Be ye perfect as your,Father, who is in
heaven, is perfect.—(Matt. v. 48).
7;Ze have us for an example. —(Phil. iii.
1
Take my brethren, the prophets, for an
example of suffering, affliction, and
patience. —(Jas. v. 10).

TIME.

Pass the time of your sojourning here in
fear.—(1 Pet. i. 17).

Redeem the time, because the days are
evil.—(Eph. v. 16).

The time past of our life may suffice to
have wrought the will of the Gentiles.—
(1 Pet. iv. 3).

Humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in
due time.—(1 Pet. v. 6.)

Searching what manner of time the Spirit
of Christ did signify; when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the
glory that should follow.—(1 Pet. i. 11).

LOVE OF APPROBATION,

I say to every man who is among you,
not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think ; but to think soberly,
according as God has dealt to every man
the measure of faith.—(Rom. xii. 3).

In honour preferring one another.—
(Rom. xii. 10).

How can ye believe which seek honour
one of another, and seek not the honour
which cometh from Ged only.—(John
v. 44).

ACQUISITIVENESS

Covet earnestly the best gifts.—(1 Cor.
xii. 81.)

Lay hold on eternal life.—(1 Tim. vi.
12.)

Add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance ;
and to temperance patience; and to pa-
tience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness love.
—(2 Tim. i. 5-7).

Lay up yourselves treasures in heaven. —
(Matt. vi. 19).

Let n> man seek his own, but every man
another’s wealth.—(1 Cor. x, 24).

CAUTION.

See that you walk circumspectly.—(Eph.
v. 15).

Beware of evil workers.—(Phil. iii. 2).

Beware of covetousness.—(Luke xii. 15).

Be careful to maintain good works.—
(Tit. iii. 8).

Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy. —(2 Col. ii. 8).

Looking diligently lest any man fail of
the grace ‘of God. —(Heb. xii. 15).

ORDER.

Let all things be done decently and in
order.—(1 Cor. xiv. 40).

To him who ordereth his conversation
aright will T shew the salvation of God.—
(Ps. 1. 23).

PHILOPROGENITIVENESS.

Fathers provoke not your children to
anger, lest they be discouraged. —(Col. iii.
21).

Train up a child in the way it shounld
go.—(Prov. xxii. 6).

The children ought not to lay up for the
parents, but the parents for the children.
—(2 Cor. xii. 44).

Chasten thy son while there is hope,
and let not thy soul spare for his crying. —
(Prov. xix. 13).

Correct thy son and he shall give thee
rest ; yea, he shall give delight unto thy
soul. —(Prov. xix. 17).

Bring them up in the nurture and ad.
monition of the Lord.—(Eph. vi. 4).

Ye shall command your children fo
observe to do all the words of this law.—
(Deut. xxxii. 46).

He who loveth son or daughter move
than me, is not worthy of me.—(Matt. .
37).

Teach the young women to love their
children, —(Tit. ii. 4).

CONJUGALITY.

I have espoused you to one husband.
(2 Cor. xi. 2).

Take my yoke upon you—(Matt, xi.
29).

He thatis joined to the Lord is one spirit.
—(1 Cor. vi. 17),
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The husband is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church,—
(Eph. v. 23).

The sufferings of this present time are

. not to be compared with the glory which

Husbands, love your wives even as -

Christ also loved the Church.-—(Eph. vi.
25).,

Let the wife see that she reverence her
husband. —(Eph. v. 33).

Let the hustand render unto the wife °

due benevolence; and likewise also the
wife unto the husband. —(1 Cor. vii. 3).
Likewise ye husbands dwell with them
according to knowledge, giving honour
unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel,

and as being heirs together of the grace of -

life : that your prayers be mnot hindered.
(1 Peter iii. 7).

The marriage of the Lamb is come, and |

his wife hath made herself ready.—(Rev.
xix. 7).
IDEALITY.

Thine eyes shall see the King in His
beauty. —(Isa. xxxiii. 17).

O how love I thy law.—(Ps. exix. 97).

Perfecting heliness in the fear of God.—
(2 Cor. vii. 1).

How sweet are thy words to my taste.—
(Ps. cxix. 103).

‘Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honourable, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, and of good
report : think on these things.—(Phil.
iv. 8.)

SIZE.

How great is thy goodness which thou
has laid up for them that fear thee.—(Ps.
xxxi. 19).

How precious are thy thoughts to me O
God ! how great is the sum of them.—
(Ps. exxxix. 17).

I am small, yet do I not forget thy pre-
cepts.—(Ps. exix. 141).

Walk as David did walk, then I will
longthen thy days.—(1 Kings iii. 14).

COMPARISON.
Comparing spiritual things with spiri-
tual.—(1 Cor. ii.. 13).
‘Who in heaven can be compared to the
Lord? Who among the sons of the mighty
can be likened to Jehovah.—(Ps. lxxxix,

“All the things thou canst desire are not
to be compared to wisdom.—(Prov. iii.
15).

shall be revealed in us. —(Rom. viii. 18).

SUBLIMITY.

The Lord is fearful in praises doing
wounders.—(Ex. xv. 11).

God doeth wonders without number.—
(Job ix. 10).

How great are His signs, how mighty
His wonders.—(Dan. iv. 3).

Come, behold the works of the Lord.—
(Ps. xlvi. 8).

The God of Glory thundereth.—(Ps.
xxix. 3).

AGREEABLENESS.
Let everyone of us please his neighbour,

i for his good to edification : for even Christ

pleased not himself.—(Rom. xv. 2, 3).
Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.—
(1 Pet. iii. 8).

REFERENCE TaABLET No. 217.

“CHANGED IN A MOMENT,”

From ashes to affluence.
From anathemas to anthems.
From adversity to advantage.
From abasement to authority.
From animals to angels.
From beggary to blessing.
From hondage to bounty.
From burning to beauty.
From blackness to brightness.
From clouds to cheerfulness,
From care to comfort.

From crosses to crowns.

From chastening to chariots.
From country to court.

From dungeons to dancing.
From dunghills to thrones,
From death to delight.

From enmity to esteem.

From endurance to eminence.
From evil to excellence.

From famishing to fulness.
From fetters to freedom.
From fasting to feasting.
From friendlessness to friendship,
From faith to fame.

From groaning to grandeur.
From gloom to gladness.
From grace to glory.

From hatred to honour.

From hardship to headship.
From ailment to health.
From infirmity to incorruption.
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From imprisonment to inheritance.
From ignominy to the illustrious.
From languishing to laughter.
From limitatiom to luxury.
From lassitude to life.

From labonr to liberty.

From meekness to might.
From misery to mausions.
From meanness to magnificence.
From midnight to morning.
From mourning to music.
From nothingness to nobility.
From poverty to plenty.

From peril to Paradise.

From pilgrimage to priesthood.
From perishing to power.
From prayer to praise.

From perplexity to perfection.
From quenching to quickening.
From rigour to rest.

From ruin to reigning.

From rooting to reaping.

From roaring to rapture.

From suffering to succour.
From sighing to singing.

From sadness to satisfaction.
From servants to saviours.
From shaking to shouting.
From sackeloth to saphires.
From travail to treasure.

From terrors to timbrels.
From toil to tithes.

From troubles to trumpets.
From tumults to tunes.

From trust to triumph.

From vail to vision.

From vanity to vietory.

From widowhood to wedding.
From wormwood to wine.
From want to wealth.

REFERENCE TABLET, No. 218.

SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF
LIFE.

Masculine faith was first formed from
the pre-existing mpaterials termed ‘¢ hear-
ing,” and the ‘““word of God.” Then, Eve-
like, from faith’s side sprang virgin living
hope ; and these two, in due course, be-
came the parents of many children, of
which the names of the eldest are as fol-
lows, viz.: ¢“Love,” *‘Obedience,”
¢ Prayer,” and ‘* Praise.”

The Scriptures are a mirror, in which is
reflected the true image of all who look in-
to them with their eyes open.

Between our exodus from Egyptian dark-
ness and bondage, and our entrance upon

theinheritance of theSaints in Light, there
comes the wilderness probation, which
lies between, and which, therefore, leads
from one to the other.

Good words and good works, motived by
faith and love, is the sum total of human
excellence, which will at last procure us
the kingdom and the acceptance which we
seek.

If you know the truth yourself, make it
known to others. If you believe it, receive
it. If you love it, live it.

The truth is the ¢ arrow of the Lord’s
deliverance ;” but it depends greatly upon
how much smiting faith we possess as to
how much deliverance we obtain (2 Kings
xiii., 17-19).

Man was created with a view to the ulti-
mate possession of immortality. The post-
ponement of its attainment to such a
greatly protracted future was foreseen and
provided for. Its final inkeritance, agree-
agreeable to the origial design, is no matter
for doubt but is, otherwise, of a thing de-
monstrable certainty,

If thou lackest faith, cousider Abraham ;
if thou lackest patience, consider Job ; if
thou lackest courage, consider Nehemiah ;
if thou lackest in labour, consider Paul ; if
thou lackest in love, consider Christ; if
thou lackest meekness, consider Moses ; if
thou lackest self-denial, consider Daniel ;
if thou lackest in godly aspirations, con-
sider David ; if thou lackest strong sym-
pathy in Divine directions, consider
Jeremiah ; and if thou be conscious of
shortcoming in benevolence, lift thine eyes
on high to Him who giveth us all things
richly to enjoy.

Is thy way hedged up ! pray ; does thy
cup run over with joy ¢ give thauks ; art
thou prompted to good works? restrain not
thyself ; is thy load too heavy for thee?
cast thy burden upon the Lord; He will
sustain and comfort thee.

The reputed wise shall be ensnared in
their own craftiness ; but the truly wise
shall inherit glory.

A liberal soul-doeth good like medicine ;
but a stingy calculating service freezeth the
blood.

By benevolent and large-hearted enter-
prize, the truth prospers to perfection ; but
by reason of scant sympathies, it prolongs
but a miserable withering existence.

Art thou wise ¢ instruct the simple ; art
thou strong? help the weak ; art thou rich?
assist the poor ; art thou at liberty ? re-
member those in bonds ; art thou in health 2
visit the sick ; hast thou leisure ? consicer
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such as have less or none ; or hast thou
twice or thrice thy brothers’ means or
talents ¢ then twice or thrice his work for
%hust will only make thee equal unto
him.

‘With what measure of faith thou servest
the Lord, such shall be recompensed to
thee again.

A righteous man is a good man, but a
bountiful man is even better than he : for,
whereas the one would stickle over his filled
measure of service, the other would see
that it was *‘ good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over.”--—
{Luke vi. 38 ; Rom. v. 7).

As among men it is the custom of parents

to lay up treasure for the future use of
their children, so also has God much more
abundantly provided for the final well-be-
ing of all his devoted sous and daughters
(2 Cor. xii. 14,1 Cor. ii 9).

The truth is a thing to speak about, to
sing about, to pray about, to cry about, to
fight about, to work for, to live for, to
hope for, to wait for, to run for, and to
encompass with the embrace of an un-
quenchable affection.

If thou dwellest in a house of cedar,
remember, like David, the Ark of God in
curtains (2 Sam.vii. 2).

Rerrrexce TasrLer No. 219,

CHRONOLOGY OF BIBLE BOOKS.
GENESIS,

In the following, and possibly subse-
quent tables, the books of the Bible are
carefully adjusted throughout to Dr.
Thomas’s hitherto unparalleled system of
chronology, with the result of obtaining
the exact historic length of each book, the
number of dates it contams the true a.m.
and B.c. of every event bearing any date ;
and, finally, a complete verification of the
Dr.’s conclusions, arived at from the col-
lation of the narrative itself.

Years
a&:{ A, B.C.
event.

...Adam created 4089
130...8eth born ... 180...8959
105...Enos born ... 235...3854

9)...Ciinan born ... 325...3764
70...Mahalaleel born ... 8395...3694
63,, Jared born ... 460...3629
16...Enoch born .. 622703467
65...Methuselah born ... 687...3402
187...Lamech born ... 874...3215

56...Adam died . 930...3159

37...Enoch translated . 967...
75...Seth died ...1042...
14...Noah born ...1056...
84...Enos died ...1140...
95...Cainan died ...1235...
55...Mahalaleel died ...1290...
132...Jared died ...1422. ..
114...Deluge predicted ...1536...
20...Noah five hundred  ...1556...
2...Shem born ...1258...
93. (Lam}?ch dledd ].1601...
Methuselah died
5 \ Beginning of Deluge | 1656...
1.. Fnd of Deluo'e ...1657...
1...Arphaxad born ...1658...
35...8alah born ..1693...
30...Eber horn .1723...
Peleg born
34{ Confusion of 'J‘ongues} 757...
30...Reu born 1787...
32...Serng born .1819...
30...Nahor born ...1849...
29...Terah born ...1878...
70...Abraham born ...1948...
10...Sarah born ...1958...
31...Peleg died ...1989...
1...Nahor died ...1990...
16...Noah died ...2006...
13...War of Chedorlaomer ...2019...
4...Abraham seventy-five...2023...
3...Pen died ..2026...
5.. End of Chedorla.omer}2031
servitude
1 .‘.Rebgllion of Sodoinite }2032.”
Kings
1...Second invasion
Chedor Mel(lmede(k 2033...
Abraham eighty-five J
1...Abraham  eighty-six | gq0,
Ishmael born
13...Abraham ninety-nine. .2047...
1...1saac born. Sarah }2048...
ninety
1...8erng died ...2049...
34...Terah died ...2085...
2...8arah died ...2085...
3...Isaac married ...2088...
1...Ab1:aham married to 2089...
Keturah
7...Arphaxad died ...2096...
12...Jacob and Esau horn ...2108...
15...Ahraham dies ...2123...
3...8alah died ...2126...
22...Esan married ...2148...
10.. Shem ceases ...2158...
13...Ishmael died L2171
9...Eber died ...2180...
5...Jacob marries. En-
gages with Laban,

H asvisionsof Elohim

}2185...

3122
3047
3033
2949
2854
2799
2667
2553
2563
2531
2438

2433

2432
2431
2396
2366

2332

2302
2270
2240
2211
2141
2131
2100
2099
2083
2070
2066
2063

...2058

2057

2056

2055
2042
2041

2040
2006
2004
2001

2000

1993
1981
1966
1963
1941
1931
1918
1909

1904
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7...1stseven years servitude 2192...1897
1...Reuben born ...2193...1896
1... Simeon born ...2194...1895 |
1...Levi born ...2195...1894
4...8econd 7 years’ servi-
vitude. Joseph born } 2199...1890
6...Jacob quits Laban’s | . :
service 12205‘..1884
11...Joseph sold ...2216...1873
11...Joseph imprisoned  ...2227...1862
1...Isaac dies ...2228...1861

1...Joseph stands before
Pharoah. Beginning -2229...
of 7 years’ plenty

7..:2nd of 7years’ plenty ...2236...1853
2...Jacob’s (130)advent in
Egypt. End of 2nd -2238...1851
years’ famine
5...End of famine ...2243...1846
12...Jacob dies ...2255...1834
54...Joseph dies ...2309...1780

2309 years.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, No. 136

¢ Exhort onc another daily.”—PAUL,

What a wonderful thing that, after the
lapse of 18 centuries, we have the words of
the apostle Paul to read in our midst this
morning. We are so familiar with these

words that the privilege of possessing them |

may not at alltimesstrike us as it ought. It
isaprivilege even from amerely literary and
archzlogical point of view. But how
much greater the privilege becomes when
we realise that these words of Paul are not
the enunciation of truth ‘‘in words which
man’s wisdom teaches, but which the
Holy Spirit teaches,” as Paul testifies in
I. Cor. ii. 13. What noble and sweet and
pure and instructive words they are. Let
us follow the drift of some of them in the
consideration of the portion read this
morning—the 1st chapter of his Epistle to
the Colossians.

> We will not stay to ask anything about
Colosse or its inhabitants. Suffice it that
this epistle was addressed to that portion
of its inhabitants only which he describes
in the 2nd verse as ‘‘saints and faithful
brethren in Christ.” We are interested in
what he has to say to this class, because
the class exists to-day, and stands related
to the same things. Let us ponder what
he has to say to them in words ‘‘ which
the Holy Spirit teacheth.” First, he gives

thanks for the brethren at Colosse: ‘“ We
give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.”
This suggests the question whether the
giving of thanks for such a reason belongs
to Paul only? Does it not belong to
all Paul’s brethren ?—of the nineteenth
as well as the first century? If we could
have any doubt, itmust give way before
Paul’s command to be followers of him—
(I. Cor. xi. 1)—andto “prayoneforanother”
and *‘ for all saints.”” Therefore let us not
forget, ir: the luxury of our private petitions
—and public, too, for the matter of that—
that it is an acceptable thing with God that
we thank God for one another, and pray for
one another— yea, even for our enemies, as
Jesus commands.

Let us not omit to notice, however, the
ground of Paul’s thankfulness for the
brethren. It was not merely for their
numbers—it was not merely for the
increase of men called ‘“brethren.” He
had prayed always for them ‘‘since we
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of
the love which ye have to all the saints, for
(or on account of) the hope whicl is laid up
for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before
in the word of the truth of the gospel,
which (gospel) is come unto you, as it is in
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all the world ; and bringeth forth fruit as
it doth also in you, since the day ye heard
of it, and knew the grace of God iu truth.”
There is much toponder here. Whatisthere
to be thankful for in brethren who not only
shew a poor faith, but scarcely shew faith
atall? And we know how faith is shewn
according to the Scriptural standard : “I
will shew thee my faith BY MY WORKS"—
(Jas. ii. 18). And what is there to be
thankful for in brethren who not only
manifest no “‘love to all the saints,” but
nolovetoanyassuch—*‘brethren”—whoare
“Jovers of their own selves,” and interested
in other people only in so far as other
people are likely in some way or other to
minister to their advantage, or whose love
of others is limited to thelove of ¢ friends”
in the Gentile sense—the narrow sense—
the animal sense ? Give us brethren who
Iove the saints as saints, and who can
wake up to a disinterestedness on their
behalf extreme enough, if necessary, to
““lay down their lives for the brethren.”
This is the apostolic standard: and no
other standard is worth a moment’s regard.
Paul had no thankfulness for any other
kind of brethren. He spoke of others,
¢ even weeping,” as the enemies of the
cross of Christ, who minded earthly things.
(Phil. iii 18.)

And the love of the brethren which Paul
commended wasa love entertained by the
Colossians ‘¢ on account of the hope”—not a
Jovecherished for the qualitiesof individuals
as men in the flesh, but a love felt because of
their living addiction to the hope of the
Gospel. This hope is the bond every way
‘in the ¢ New Testamnent” system. Men are
membersof thehouse ot Christ, ““if they hold
fast the confidence and rejoicing of the hope
steadfast to the end” (Heb. iii, 6). Men
are brethren beloved if they are ““partakers
of the hope” in which all the saints have
their standing before God—the hope of
return to the bosom of God from which the
race was expelled at the begiuning—-a hope
to be ecffocted in the form and the way
made known in the gospel—a hope which
is ““ the hope of Israel.” To love a man

who shows no living interest in the hope
which is laid up for us in heaven with
Christ, who is coming, is not according to
the new man, and not according to what
was before Paul’s mind in thisletter. Ifa
man love God, he cannot but be keenly
alive to the hope of his promised merey in
the day of Christ ; and if a man is dead to
this hope, he is dead to God, and, there-
fore, outside the pale of an active fellowship
with those who are alive to both. The
admiration of a man’s personal qualities,
apart from the relation of his sympathies
with God, becomes more and more impos-
sible with the new man: for sympathy
to God is the first and increasing prinei-
pal of his mental being  He is not indif-
ferent to personal quality : far from it—
odious personal qualities belong to the
outer darkness. ‘“If any man say he love
God, and walk in darkness, he is a liar:”
so says John, and it is true, however shock-
ing such plain speaking may be to modern
Gentile sensibilities. The sublimest per-
sonal qualities belong only to the circle of
divine light and sympathy, and are to be
found only there. But there arequalities,
in the unenlightened natural man, of the
educated sort, thataresupposed torighttully
call for admiration. Such admiration is
faint withthe divinelyenlightened. The qua-
lities in question donot afford a basis of fel-
lowship,and friendshipapart from fellowship
is impossible withthe spiritual man. Excel-
lent personal qualities, apart froma recogni-
tion of God andhis will, are in the nature of
the majesty of the lion or the beauty of
the rose, or the glory of a sunset—an
ephemeral phenomenon, without roots.
In few cases are they so beautiful as thoses
in none arethey truly so, for Gentile accom-
plishments are skin deep : selfish diabolism
lurks under all the gloss.

The Colossians loved the saiuts on account
of the hope in which they rejoiced. It is
easy and pleasant to indulge this love,
where the hope evidently, and without
affectation, dwells in the heart. Part of
the unspeakable gladness of the muster
and assortment of the saints in the day of
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Christ will be in the unfeigned joy in God
that will glow in every breast. We cannot
but be thankful for the number, and the in-
creasing number of those who rejoice in
the hope, for its own sake, and who regu-
late their friendships by this rule, and in
whom the hope is bringing forth fruits, as
it did, also, in the Colossians. In the
midst of much humiliation and mortifica-
tion and desolation, it is a source of re-
freshing and joy. Itis a preparation for
the day of the manifestation of the sons of
God. Such will be no strangers to Paul
and Epaphras, when they awake from their
slumber of centuries-—short and sweet to
them. It is the characteristic of the family
of God, that they are “‘all one.” Epaphras
reported to Paul the love the Colossian
brethren entertained for him ‘“in the spi-
rit.” This love will be felt by every true
modern brother—a love for Paul, but not
after the flesh: a love for Paul ““in the
spirit,” even as they love ome another,
after the spirit, and not after the flesh: a
style of discourse which is all Greek to the
children of the flesh, but which is founded
in truth for all that. The love of the
brethren is not alove entertained for one
another as persons (though that element
blends); it is a love in God—because of God
—with God in view—because of his glori-
ous purpose, and with refererence to that
glorious purpose, which opens out and
lights up the future with an endless per-
spective of glory, and comfort, and joy, in
him who is the Rock and Foundation of all.
The love that operates from that direction
blends with it a view that is destructive of
merely personal love, viz., the view that
the present is buf a vain show—a fading
scene—a passing picture— the flesh a wind
that passeth away and grass that withers.
Men of merely personal friendshipsdisrelish
this aspect of the case, which is truth.
When Paul heard from Epaphras of the
love the Colossian brethren bore him in
the spirit, he was led more earnestly to pray
on their behalf, and to foster Lenevolent
desires towards them. He tells us what
these desires were, and what he prayed for.

This is deserving of our most serious con-
sideration, for in Paul’s specifications of his
desires for the Colossian brethren, we see
a portrait of what we ought to be—in our
leading features at all events—and what,
therefore, we will be helped to strive after
if we realise that they are an inspired
apostle’s solicitude on our account. Iaul’s
desire and prayer for the Colossian
brethren then, are thus expressed: ¢ That
ye might be FILLED WITH the knowledge
of His will in all wisdem and spiritual
understanding ; that ye might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all, well pleasing, being
Jruitful in every good work, and increasing
in the knowledge of God, strengthened
with all might according to his glorious
power, unto all patience and long-suffering
with joyfulness, GIVING THANKS UNTO THE
FATHER which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light” (verses 9, 12). What a compre-
hensive and profound definition of what
Paul would have us to be—of what God
would have us to be (for Paul was nothing
to us apart from the Spirit of God, which
was in him). We shall find it profitable
to dwell on it for a few moments.

Are we *filled with the knowledge of
the Lord’s will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding ¥’ This is Paul’s wish and
prayer, and it will be our desire and aim,
in so far as we are in symyathy with Paul.
To each of us there is doubtless a different
measure of attainment in this matter ; but
to all of us there is a common standard
and a common duty of aiming at attain-
ment—a common salvation to be reached—
a common fearful looking for of judgment
in case of rejection as out of harmony with
the Divine image ¢ There is no mistaking
the meaning of the words,  filled with the
Enowledge of His will ”—the mind primed
with the knowledge of what God has
revealed, and possessing it in such a form
as to be available for every moment’s
requirements. Is it not a desirable con-
dition? Is it an unattainable one? The
fact of Paul wishing and praying for it
forbids the idea of its being unattainable.
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It is not only not unattairnable, but its
attainment is imperative in degree. If we
are not filled with the knowledge of His
will, how can we do it ? and if we do not
the Lord’s will, how can we hope to stand
well with our Judge, who has said, *“My
brethren are they who do the w111 of my
Father.”

Where shall we learn the Lord’s will? We
do not require to discuss that here. We
all agree that the Scriptures alone are able
to make a man wise in this respect, and to
thoroughly furnish the man of God unto
all good works. We are here assembled
because of this agreement. What follows ?
That if we are earnestly in sympathy with
Paul’s prayers and desires concerning the
brethren, we shall give ourselves to that
daily study of the written Word, which
will ““fill us with the knowlege of the
Lord’s will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding.” It is impossible in our
day that we can otherwise attain to this
excellent condition. The knowledge of
God’s will is stored in a written form. Itis
latent in these Divinely inscribed docu-
ments ; how to transfer it trom these docu-
ments to the tablets of the heart: this is
the problem. It is a vital one. Upon
our solution of it depends our whole
future, Theoretically, the way to succeed
in it is obvious enough; read what
i written. But to understand a theory
and to work it out are two different
things. To work out this theory, we must
read ponderingly—read regulariy-—read
with earnest desire—read with prayer.
And as all wise men avoid whatever acts
hinderingly to the result of any difficult or
delicate process they may be conducting ;
the man who aims to have the will of God,
a8 Biblically embodied, inscribed vitally
and enduringly on his mind, will avoid
all books and occupations and habits and
friendships and companions, that tend to
erase the Divine writing, or to interfere
with the power of the heart to receive it.
This may seem a hard saying to some;
but none can dispute its wisdom, and none
will regret acting in harmony with it, when
he comes into the actual presence of life’s

issues as determinable at the judgment
seat. By what other process can we attain
to this most precious and most difficuls
knowledge—the knowledge of His will,
which is divulged here a little, and there
a little, in shades of varying depth through-
out the entire course of the Scriptures?
The natural mind is inveterately prone to
its own notions, prejudices, views, and
feelings, which are all as far below Divine
ideas as the earth is below the sun; it is
only by daily contact with Divine ideas
that human ideas are displaced, and the
mind so tinctured with Divine thought as
to become spiritually minded. Thisis true
of the mere ‘“knowledge of his will,” but
how much more so of the richness of
mental harmony with God expressed in the
further words, ““in all wisdom and spiri-
tual understanding.” This ripeness cannot
be attained if we give the study of the
Scriptures a slack-handed place, or immerse
our faculties in the animal excitements
connected with the various forms of plea-
sure in the world, or the light reading
which is so prevalent and so blighting.
Unless we set our faces resolutely against
‘“the lust of the eye, and the lust of the
flesh, and the pride of life,” so rampant in
the world universally, it is impossible we
can ever attain to ‘“ knowledge of his will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”

And in what other state of mind can we
hope to ‘“ walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing ¥’ A man who is carnally
minded cannot please the Lord ; and a
man can never attain to any other than
this, the natural state, who does not set
himself with all diligence to become ¢ filled
with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding.”
¢ Walking worthy of the Lord” refers to
doing, and doing is the finish of all mental
process. A man’s mind must be in love
with the Lord’s will before he will do it.
Let the mind be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual un-
derstanding, and he will *‘walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being frustful
in every good work.
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This touches a feature we need to look
at strongly. Jesus says, ‘Herein is my
Father glorified that ye bear much fruit
—a figure truly, but one that we may un-
derstand. It was & complaint against
Israel that he ‘‘brought forth fruit wnto
himself” (Hos. x. 1). Most people bring
forth some kind of fruit: they do some-
thing ; they achieve something; but as
regards the mass of mankind, wherever
found, the complaint is the same as
against Israel : they bring forth fruit wafo
themselves. All that they scheme and con-
trive and carry out is for their own benefit.
This, God calls emptiness, saying, ‘¢ Israel
(in bringing forth fruit unto himself) is an
empty vine.” We could understand this
in the case of a fruit-bearing tree we might
plant in our garden. Suppose the fruit
was never in a pluckable state, and always
absorbed into the tree, we should say the
tree was useless. It is God’s own illus-
tration. Our lives must show fruit brought
forth to him ; something done for hissake ;
something done because he has required it
—and not a little. ‘‘ Bring forth much
Sruwit ;" these are Christ’s words. ¢“ FRUIT-
FUL n every good work ;” these are Paul’s
words and Christ’s also. They express a
much heartier, and more liberal, service to
Christ in all things than is reckoned at all
necessary or even prudent in our day, when
men are so discreet concerning the present
life, and so unwise as to the future ; so cir-
cumspect towardsman and so indifferent to-
wards God ; socareful of humanopinion, and
soregardless of divine opinion, as to which
they have little faith of its existence at
all. Tt is a poor, stunted, blighted age
altogether. Even men called saints par-
take of its chavacteristics. It is considered
a wonderful trinmph of righteousness for a
man to abstain from doing wrong ; where
are the men who emulate Christ, who went

about doing good? They are lnot quite
extinct ; but they are reckoned among the
fools! The day that is coming will show
that wisdom dwelt in their course alone.

Among other things that Paul prayed
for the brethren was this, that they might
be ‘‘ Strengthened with all might (accord-
ing to His glorious power) unto all patience
and long-suffering with joyfulness.” Here
is an insight into a mental pattern that
belongs only to the system of the truth.
Human wisdom does not prescribe *‘long-
suffering with joyfulness,” but, on the
contrary, asks you why you should suffer ¢
It recommends the assertion of your rights,
theresentmentof yourinjuries. The strength
that comes with the truth—(*‘ the spirit of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind,”
as Paul elsewhere expresses it)—enables us
even to perform this wonder—to ‘¢ endure
grief, suffering wrongfully,” which Peter
tells us is well-pleasing to God—avenging
not ourselves, but rather giving place unto
wrath, in the calmness coming with the con-
viction that God in His own good time will
repay all injustice. If it be asked, why
should God allow injustice, why should he
permit his people to suffer, there will be
an abundant answer in the results made
manifest in the day of Christ. As God has
constituted human nature—(and who will
say that he could have shown Him a better
way ?) — character cannot be developed
without evil ; patience, and faithfulness,
and obedience cannot be brought out and
put to the proof without injustice and the
temporary triumph of evil. By such
means, in these days of darkness, does
God help his people to attain to the
wisdom that cannot grow in prosperity
In such rough but loving ways (as they will
be seen to be when the work is all done)
does he make them meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light. Epitor.
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How 10 PraY. — The objection to
brethren sitting when prayer is being
offered, made by Brother Robertson in his
report of his visit to America,* shows that
the true sense of order and propriety is
wanting among some of us. This might
not be unexpected from those who have
not seen a more excellent way. When we
are met at ecclesias, and the time for wor-
ship has come, we are not in each others
presence only ; we are in the presence of
the Father and of the Lord Jesus also;
thus it becomes us, in offering our petitions,
to be as courteous in form, and much ntore
so in heart, than we should be were we to
receive a visit from the highest of the pre-
sent age, and show our worshipfulness by
standing when we make requests by which
we alone are to benefit. Even if we kneel
we have abundant precedents in such as
Solomon, Daniel, and Ezra, under the Old
Covenant ; while under the New Covenant
we shall have many more, with the Lord
Jesus himself as their chief. Perhaps the
standing or the kneeling is not a matter to
be dictated ; but the proprieties of the act
may be determined by us if we offer our
petitions in such position of homage as is
acceptable, by its being complete. The
act of sitting places the sitters upon an
equality with equals when gifts are sought,
though no stretch of courtesy can make it
polite even to them. While to sit in the
presence of him of whom we are at that
moment asking the highest favours, is the
one position of all others to be avoided
by those who ¢‘come to ask and receive,
that their joy may be full.” It is a demo-
cratic age; we are not democrats, we are
candidates for rule under a despotic King.

Uypon the lines by which we are to be
guided in making our petitions, we have
been already instructed, for we have seen
those laidl down by our Master. We
have other model prayers from his lips in
the Gospel; in this connection, as in
others, ‘‘ he spake as never man spake.”
He teaches us the perseverance which is
needful in owr prayers (Luke xviii. 1).
‘“ Men ought always to pray, and not to
faint.” Prayerless brethren, if there are
such, must live under the persnasion that
they need unothing ; such are poor indezd,

*3ee (hristadelphian for December, Page 551,

with that true poverty which will keep
their lamps in darkness when the Bride-
groom comes. They, with us, and even
more than we, require to understand the
words of the Lord Jesus (Luke xxi. 36),
““ But watch ye always, making suppli-
cation, that ye may prevail to escape these
things which shal! come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”

Having noticed the duty of prayer, its
niodes and its Scriptural, therefore true,
structure, we are in a position to deal with
its objects. In our study of these, we are
guided by the true infallibility, that of
the Lord Jesus. When praying for his
disciples, he prefaces his prayer by the tes-
timony, (John xvii. 9) that ¢‘ they believed
thou didst send me,” and, he continues,
“1 pray not for the world, but for those
whom thou hast given me ; for they are
thine ; and all things that ave thine are
mine.” In verses 14 to 17, his prayer is
thus continued : ““I have given them thy
word ; and the world hated them, because
they are not of the world; I pray not
that thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the evil; they are not of the
world, even as I am mnot of the world.
Sanctify them Dby thy truth, thy word
is truth.” These, then, are the objects to
attain by our prayers; the truth is the
one great element by which we are to
work out our redemption, and knowledge
is the basis of truth, while wisdom is its
practical applieation. Nothing is of worth
to us unless it is ¢ sanctified by the word
of God and prayer.” Paul sums up this
duty in Eph. vi. 18, ““ Praying atall times
in the spirit with all prayer and supplica-
tion, and watching thereunto in all per-
severance and supplication for all the
saints.”

‘We are supplied with abundant apostelic
examples for our study as to structure,
and also, as to the matter of our prayers.
These examples, rightly worked out, will
save us from forms of vain words. With
the Scriptures open before us, we require
but two things. These are the necessary
knowledge of our wants. The rest is easy
for the persevering. It is the power for
apt imitation we need also, and the
transfer thereby of the very modes of ex-
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pression used by the apostles; while to
these must be added the true spirit of
trustful faith. Here is a prayer ot Paul’s.
2 Thess. i. 11: “'To which end we pray
always for you, that our God may count
you worthy of your calling, and may ful-
1ill (in you)all the good pleasure of goodness,
and work of faith with power, that the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in you, and ye in him, according
to the favour of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” What end does the apostle
seek by this prayer? That his brethren
may have the rest that remaineth for the
people of God when the Lord Jesus shall
have attained his kingdom and glory, as
in verse 7,” and to you who are afflicted,
rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord
Jesus from heaven with the angels of his
power.” The virtues necessary to the
called are contained in the words *“ all good
pleasure of goodness, and the work of
faith.” Those who are animated by active
faith will prosecute the search after good-
ness, and by the help of the Father and
the Son, they will not fail to obtain that
which is the burden of their prayer. A
passive faith merely, is unknown to the
Word of God.

Another model prayer is contained in
Col. i. 8 to 12. It not only testifies to the
loving spirit of the apostle, and his joy at
the progress made by the brethren in
Colosse, but it also unfolds forour imitation
a form of words, perfect in expression, and
full of the spirit of his' and our Master :
““ For this ecause we also (I, and Timothy
my son) since the day we heard of it (vour
love) do not cease praying for you, and
making request that ye may be filled with
the knowledge of His will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding, so as to walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, bring-
ing forth fruit in every good work, and
.growing by the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all strength, according
to the might of His glory, and unto all
patienceand long sutfermg with joy ; giving
thanks unto the Father, who hath made us
meet for the portion of the inheritance of
the saints in light.” After teaching that
we are to ‘‘abstain from every appearance
of evil ” (what a blessing it would be to us

all if we would always remember this!

‘What scandals, what sufferings it would
save us) he adds, 1 Thes. v. 23;” But may
-the God of peace sanctify you wholly, and
may your spirit, and soul, and body be
‘preserved wholly without blame at the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful

is he that calleth who also will
do it.”

The obligation which we owe to each
other is an important factor in this
question : in this direction the examples
from the Lord Jesus already quoted, are
given to us, not only as a record of his

you,

love, but also to guide us in the
ordering and in the progress of our
spiritual life. Paul, too, unceasingly

manifests this care and anxiety for the
well-being of the churches. Thus, in 2
Cor. xiil. 7., he says: ““I pray ye do no
evil:” the circumstances and surroundings
of pagan Corinth beiug grossly impure ones,
evil was called good, and good evil, in that
sink of iniquity. 'To the Ephesiauns, he
testifies (Chap. vil. 15 toend): *‘ Atter I heard
of your faith and love to all the saints, I
cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers; that the
God ot our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of Glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdowm, and revelation in the knowledge
of him : the eyes of your understandings
being enlightened, that ye may know what
is the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints,” ete.

Enough is here given for instiruction :
the daily readings of the Word of God in
the order of that priceless manual,  The
Bible Companion,” will familiarize the pa-
tient student with many examples It is
not only from the Lord Jesus Christ and
hisapostles that our minds will beinformed,
but we shall gather from the Old Testa-
ment the pure and glowing and chastened
language of inspirativn, which will becorne
part and parcel of our literary wealth; and
herein the least educated amongst us in
other things may become the equals of the
most cultivated, by assiduity, and the pa-
tient digest of the Word of Life. There is
no royal road to knowledge, and the way-
faring man, though he may be unwise
about many things which may be estimable
in themselves, and therefore desirable to
know, need not err therein, if he apply
himsell with patient diligence, and a reso-
lution informed by faith in the doctrine of
the gospel of the Kingdom of God.

Let our brethren inform themselves from
the living oracles; let them avoid the
“ vain repetitions” of Gentile castom; let
them study to be silent when they have
nothing new to offer; let them avoid the
ambition whicl is anxious to be heard for
its much speaking, and let them remember
that it is infinitely wiser *‘ to be more ready
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to hear than to offer the sacrifice of fools.” | ‘‘And another angel came and stood at the
These things are the characteristics of the | altar having a golden censer; and there
apostacy, as well of the Prayer Book, asof | Wwas given to him much incense, that he
the spinner of the vapid and blasphemnous | should mingle it with the prayers of the
prayers of the sects volunteered by those | saints upon the golden altar which was be-
who have what is called ‘‘the gift of | fore the throne. And the smoke of the
prayer.” If the wholesome words of holy | incense ascended up with the prayers of
spirit inspiration are used by the pure- | the saints out of the angel’s hands before
hearted, then we shall offer as we are thus | God.” The priests—the brethren of the
taught (Psalms ‘cxli. 2). ““ Let my prayer ' Lord Jesus, our high priest—are ¢‘ called
be directed before Thee as incense, and the | to offer upon this the altar of the Most
lifting up of my lands as the evening | High and their offering, therefore, must be
sacrifice ;” and, again (Rev. xiii. 3.4), | pure. J.

THE ORTHODOX DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT.

By A Dear aNDp Dums Broruen.

The orthodox doctrine of the atone- ; ““Then why appeal to itat all?” we urge:
ment is immoral ! The doctrine of substi- : ¢ Why talk of justice in the matter if we
tution is untrue. —Let us see :— are totally unable to judge as to the rights

The Lord said by Isaiah—‘¢ Come now, and wrongs of the case #” At this point,
and let us reason together” (chap. i. verse = we are commonly overwhelmed with Paul’s
18)—thus God gave us common sense to - noteableargument—¢ Nay, but, Oman, who
reason and judge. We require but to have . art thou that repliest against God?” But
our minds regulated according to the law, , if Christians value simplicity and straight-
and to the testimony” (chap. viii. 20). | forwardness, they should mnot use words
Let us apply it to the subject of the atone- . which convey an accepted meaning in this
ment. ‘“ Christians” are vight in affirming - shuffling double sense. When we speak of
that moral government would be at anend ¢“ justice” we speak of a certain well-under-
were men allowed to sin with impunity, | stood quality, and we do not speak of a
and did an easy forgiveness succeed to each ' supposed divine attribute which has not
offence. They appeal to our instinctive i only nothing in common with human
sense of justice to approve the sentiment . justice, but which is in direct opposition
that punishment should follow sin. We - to that which we understand by that name.
acquiesce, and lope that we have now ! Suppose a man condemned to death for
reached a firm standing-ground from which  murder: the judge is about to sentence
to proceed further in our investigation. him, when a bystander—as it chances, the

Butno; the parsonspromptly outragethat = judge’s own son—interposes : ¢“ My lord,
same sense of justice which they have called | the prisoner is guilty and deserves to be
as a witness on their side, by asking us to  hanged ; but, if you will let him go, I will
believe that its ends ave attained provided : die in his place.” The offer is accepted ;
that somebody or other is punished. When ' the prisoner is set free ; the judge’s son is
we reply that THiS is not justice, we | hanged in his stead. What is all this?
are promptly bidden not to be presump- : Self-sacritice (however misdirected), love,
tuous, and argue from our human ideas | enthusiasm—what you will ; but certainly
of justice as tothe course that ought to be | not justice—nay, the grossest injustice, a
pursued by the absolute justice of God. ! second murder, an ineffaceable stain on the
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ermine of the outraged law. I imagine
that, in this supposed case, no Christian
will be found to assert that justice was
done ; yet call the judge God, the prisoner
mankind, the substitute Jesus, and the
trial scene is exactly reproduced. Then,
in the name of candour and common sense,
why call that just in God which we see
would be so unjust and immoral in man ?
This vicarious nature of the atonement
also degrades the Divine name, by making
Him utterly careless in the matter of
punishment ; all he is anxious for, accord-
ing to this detestable theory, is that he
should strike a blow somewhere. Like a
child in a passion, he only feels the desire
to hurt somebody, and strikes out vaguely
and at random. There is no discrimina-
tion used ; the thunderbolt is launched
into a crowd ; it falls on the head of the
““ginless son,” and crushes the innocent,
while the sinner goes free. What matter !
It has fallen somewhere, and the *‘ burning
fire of his wrath” is cooled! This is
what parsons call the vindication of the
justice of the Moral Governor of the
universe. This is ‘‘the act of God’s
awful holiness,” which marks his hatred
of sin, and his immovable determination
to punish it. But when we reflect that
this justice is consistent with letting off

the guilty and punishing the innocent
person, we feel dread misgivings steal into
our minds. If this be his justice, the
justice of our moral governor has nothing
in common with our justice—indeed, it
violates all notions of right and wrong.

The orthodox doctrine of the death of
Christ creates great difficulty and confusion
here. The doctrine of ‘“substitution ” is
not tanght in the Bible. But what does
the Bible teach ? It teaches that since
Adam transgressed in the garden of Eden,
a man, the seed of woman partaking man’s
stnful nature, if found obedient and sin-
less all his life, shiould restore aird rectify
therelation between Godand man, and repair
the breach of Eden by dying on behalf of
man, not instead of man ; and such a wan
was found in Jesus, who being a son of
David and the seed of Abraham, had to con-
demn sin in his own flesh on the cross,
and had to redeem for himself on account
of his own flesh, and afterwards to redeem
his people {rom their sins—(see Hebr. v.
1, 3, and Leviticus ix. 7).

Bro. Roberts (of Birmingham), has ably
explained the doctrine of the death of
Christ in his little book on ‘‘The Evil
One” (pages 10, 13).

Ep. H. HenpeX,
Searborough.

OUR CHILDREN AND OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.—Hzs. L

The origin of this department will be
understood in the perusal of the following
letter :—

Bieamixouay, Sept. 17, 1881

Dear Bro. Rosgrts,—I have often
thought what a good thing it would be if
all the schools throughout the world were
to go through the same course of lessons at
the same time, and especially if you could
devote a portion of spacein the Christadel-
phian, month by month, to the publication
of notes upon the lessons as they progress.

T am satisfied it would greatly assist the
brethren and sisters who have undertaken
the work of teaching our boys and girls.

In Birmingham, as you are aware, we
(the Sunday school teachers) hold a Bible
class every Weduesday evening, for the
purpose of assisting each other in ““ getting
up” the lessons for the following Sunday,
and T am sure that all the teachers have
Leen much benefited by it, and have been
able to go through their work on Sunday
with more profit to the children and plea-
sure to themselves.
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I send you herewith a first contribution
of notes, and if, on a perusal of them, you
think they are likely to benefit the bre-
thren and sisters, or assist them in their
work, I shall be glad if you can give them
a place.

With much love in the truth, and hop-
ing only that the Master may say that we
did what we could.

Fraxors A, CHATWIXN,

[The Editor was only too thankful for
offered and competent co-operation in a
department from which he is excluded
only by the amount of engrossing work in
various other directions. He wrote to
Brother Chatwin, expressing this feeling.
The result, we hope, will be a continuous
series of lessons, by which the Sunday
schools in various parts will be able to tra-
vel abreast.

The Editor has often been importuned
to resume the Children’s Magazine, and
almost as often has he nearly formed the
resolution to comply. But every now and
then, he is withheld from his purpose by
the impossibility of keeping up with the
physical strain involved in the doing of all
that is desirable to be done. He has
not finally abandoned the idea ; but, for
the present these articles may serve as an
acceptable substitute. ]

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY.

Wherever the truth is heartily received
and believed, a desire will exist among
those who have the care of children that,
ahove all things, they should grow up in
the nurture and fear of the Lord. And in
places where there are a number of brethren
and sisters living in the same neighbour-
hood, the importance of having a Sunday
school for the instruction of the children
will soon be recognized. But the instrue-
tion imparted to the children, to be effec-
tual, abiding, and beneficial, must be
regular and systematical ; no permanent

good is ever accomplished by spasmodic
efforts. Nothing worth doing can be done
without arrangement, plan, and order.

In Birmingham, thereis a Sunday school
which has been in existence for a good
many years, and in which a good deal of
experience has been acquired. In early
days, there was no generally-recognized
mode of instruction, no regular course of
lessons, and no examinations.

The conduct of each class was left pretty
much to the individual teacher, and, in
proportion to his zeal and capacity in
arranging and imparting the lessons, the
class throve or otherwise. But during the
last few years, there has been in operation
an arrangement (by means of three sets of
printed lesson cards, covering the entire
range of Scripture history--Epitor), where-
by all the classes have been taken gradu-
ally through the same course of lessons at
the same time. This plan has been found
to possess many advantages,—conspicuous.
among which is that all the children are
able to take part in the same examination
at the end of each half year. Of course
the instruction imparted in the respective
classes is simplified in a ratio corresponding-
tothe age of the children, their intelligence,
&c., but the same subject forms the lessons
in all the classes throughout the school.
This plan has worked very satisfactorily in
Birmingham, where a marked improvement
has manifested itself in the knowledge
and interest of the children in the work
since the lessons have been taken syste-
matically. Andit is very gratifying to see
the children acguiring year by ye:ar a more
extended and perfect knowledge of the
Scriptures. The instruction given is for
the most part of a historical and hio-
graphical character, but it forms an ex-
cellent groundwork upon which a know-
ledge ofthe truth, in its doctrinal and other
aspects, may be based, when the little ones
have grown into big ones, and bave come
to be able to comprehend the things
which are hid from the wise and prudent.

It has been thought that it would prove
very beneficial to the children in other
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places if the brethren and sisters generally,
throughout the world, who are enggged in
this sphere of Iabour, would commence in
January, 1882, to adopt the course of les-

sons in use in the Birmingham Sunday
School. And in order to assist those who
are engaged in the work in preparing their
lessons for the children, it is proposed to
publish every month, in the columns of the
Christadelphion, notes on the lessons for
the next ensuing month, and at the end of
each half-year to publish the questions set
at the examination in Birmingham ; and,
possibly, accompany them with the best
set of answers given in the Birmingham
school. But as the space which can be
devoted to this matter in the Christadel-
phian is short, the notes will necessarily
kave to be brief, and those who use them
will remember that they are ouly intended
as aids to them in their research and per-
sonal preparation for the discharge of the
important task they have taken upon them-
selves, for the love of Him whose name
they bear.

In order to make a new beginning it has
been determined to go back to the com-
mencement of the lessons in Genesis, and
the chapters to be taken during the month
of January, 1882, will be as under :—

Jan; 1 Gen. 1,
s 8 .., 238
2 15 ” 4.
s 22 ... ,, b6
, 29 L. vy e

NoTEs oN GENESIS.

GENEsIs. —The mname of this book
(Genesis) is taken from the Greek version
(the Septuagint), and means the genera-
tion, so that it may be called ‘“ The Book
of the Generation.” In Hebrewitis called
(from its initial word) Bereshith, signifying
‘“In the beginning.” Itis the 'first of the
five books constituting the Pentateuch. The
Pentateuch has always been ascribed to
Moses, and the books tbemselves contain
internal evidence that they were written by
Moses. (Ex. xvii, 14 ; Ex. xxiv, 4,7 ; Ex.
xxxiv, 27 ; Numb. xxxiii, 2; Deut. xxviii,
58, 61 ; Deut. xxxi, 9, 24, 26.) In addi-
tion to which it has to be remembered that
¢“ the holy men of old” im speaking of the

|
|
|

|

Pentatench always speak of it as the work of
Moses (see Josh. xxili, 6 ; Josh. viii, 84, 35 ;
I Kingsii, 35 1L Chron. xxxiv, 14 II.
Kings xxii, 8; Neh. i, 7); and that Chllst
himself endorsed Moses (Luke xxiv, 27 ;.
Luke, xx, 32 ; Luke, xxvi, 29,31 ; Matt. v,
17, 18; Matt. xv, 14; as also did the
Apostle Paul (Heb. iii, 2 5). References.
to the Pentatuch, and quotations from it
are largely interspersed throughout the
whole of the Suiptmos {compare Fzra iii.
2-6 with Deut. xii. 5 ; Num. xxviii. 3,4 ; Ex..
xxiii. 16; Num. xxix. 12. Compale Neh,
i 8,9 with Lev. xxvi. 38, 39 ; Deut. xxiv.
25-31, and many other places). The result
is, that the genuineness of the books of
Moses is vouched unto us by Christ and
by Paul, and by all the pioneers of the
faith in all ages; and we are thus enabled
to realise how safe we are in accepting,
the account given to us by Moses of the
beginning of our race, and of the early
history of, and the manifestation and
promises of God to, the fathers of Israel.
There are a few passages in the Pen-
tateuch which appear to have been added
by some subsequent writer (see Gen. xii.
6; Num. xxi. 14; Deut. i. 15; Deut.
ii. 8; and Deut. xxxiv 5-12). There
is a tradition among the Jews (which
probably had its foundatioun in fact), that
the books of the OIl Testament were
collected and arranged in their present
order by Ezra, and it seems probable
that he inserted here and there such
notes as he considered necessary in order
to explain and connect the various books.
CHAPTER L.—This chapter contains a
record of the creation. It commences with
the statement that in the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth—but it
does not inform us when the beginning
was. It is impossible to say how long a
period elapsed between the beginning, in
which God created the heavens and the
earth, and the formation of Adam—but
that the period was a considerable one
seems beyond question, in view of the
facts brought to light by geological re-
search. In addition to which, it appears
probable that the earth had been inhabited
by angels prior to the formation of Adam
(cotupare Gen. i. 28 with Gen. ix. 1, and
see also 2 Peter ii. 4, Jude vi., and I Cor.
vi, 3). If that were so, and they, in con-
sequence of having sinned, had been
““ committed to intense darkness reserved
for judgment,” it is easy to understand
how it was that at the commencement of
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the creation of the world as it now exists,
““the earth was without form, and void,
and darkness was upon the face of the
deep.”

It is important, and, indeed, essential to
a right understanding of this chapter, that
we should remember that the narrative was
written for the information of people living
upon this earth, and that it records the
works of the creation in the order in which
they would have been seen by anyone liv-
ing upon the earth at the time. If this is
forgotten, it is impossible to understand in
what sense it could have been said that
light was created before the sun, moon,
and stars ; but remembering this, no such
difficulty can arise, becduse it is obviously
true that in the order in which the various
things created were disclosed to sight up-
on the earth, the things disclosed may in
relation to the inhabitants of this earth be
said to have been created.

The following may be taken as an epi-
tome of the work of the creation week :—
On the first day, light was created—that is
to say, it was caused to penetrate, or shine
through the darkness in which the earth
had previously been enveloped. On the
second day, the firmament was created—
that is to say, the atmosphere was formed
which enabled the cloudsto float in masses
above our heads. On the third day, the
waters were gathered together into seas,
and the dry land appeared ; previously to
which, the earth had been entirely sub-
merged in water. On the fourth day, the
sun, moon, and stars were created; by
which we are to understand that the atmos-
phere was made clear and transparent,
rendering the sun, moon, and stars visible
to the sight of anyone on the earth. On
the fifth day, fish and fowl were created.
On_ the sixth day, cattle, creeping things,
and the beasts of the earth were created.
It was on this day also that man was
created. On the seventh day, God ended
all His work which he had made, and he
rested on the seventh day and blessed and
sanctified it. It is interesting to notice
‘the analogy between the appearance of
light on the first day of the Creation week
.and the appearance of Christ, the light of
the world, to His disciples after I-%is Te-
surrection on the first day of the week.

It is also interesting to notice that there
-are many reasons for thinking that each of
the days in the Creation week prefigured a
day of athousand years in relation to our
race ; and that, as God was engaged six
days in creating the world, and in making

it fit for the habitation of man, and then
rested gn the seventh day, so God has been
six days of 1,000 years’ duration each in
preparing man for the rest which remaineth
tor the people of God in the seventh day,
or period of 1,000 years. And it is in-
teresting in this connection to notice the
fact that, as the sun appeared on the fourth
day of the Creation week, so also Christ,
the great sun of righteousness, appeared at
the close of the fourth day, orperiod of 4,000
years.

CHAPTER IL.—The Seventh Day.-—The
record contained in the first three verses
will afford a very suitable opportunity for
explaining to the children the difference
between the seventh day and our Sunday;
and of calling their attention to the en-
actments contained in the law of Moses
concerning the Sabbath day, and of explain-
ing to them why the law is no longer
binding upon men and why we do not obe
serve days, and months, and times and
years. (See Ex. xxxi 12-17 ; Ex. xxxv.
2, 3; Ex, xvi. 29 ; Num. xv. 32-36 ; Col.
ii. 14-17 ; Gal. iv. 3-10). ,

The Formation of Man.—The 7th verse
containg further details concerning the
creation of man, and, in explaining this
to the children, the teachers should im-
part to them as much of the truth con-
cerning the nature of man as the children
are capable of understanding, and should
at least make it perfectly clear to their
young minds that man is mortal. In
fact, the teachers should interweave with
all their lessons as much doctrinal in-
formation as possible, only taking care to
make it as simple and as easy of com-
prehension as possible. If only one item
of the truth is, from time to time, conveyed
to their minds in a form in which they
can realise and retain it, the labour will
not have been in vain.

The Garden of Eden.—The precise loca-
lity has not been identified, but the men-
tion of the river Euphrates and the river
Hiddekel (¢.¢., the Tigris), enables us to
say it was situate in the territory known
as Chaldea. It seems probable thatit was
between the Persian Gulf and the junction
of the Euphrates and the Tigris.

T'he Naming of Animals.—This doubt-
less took place on the sixth day ; for it
preceded the formation of woman, which
appears to have taken place on the sixth
day.—(Compare chap. ii., v. 20, with
chap.'i., v. 27 and 31).

The Formationof Woman.—The females
of all the beasts were formed from the earth
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the same as the males. Man was created
out of the dust, but the woman was made
out of the man, with the result of being
““bone of his boneand flesh of his flesh,”” and
of establishing between them such a feel-
ing of consanguinity that a man leaves his
father and mother and cleaves unto his
wife, and they become oune tlesh. Herein
may the wisdom of God be seen.

The Elohim.—The teachers should ex-
plain to the children who the Elohim are,
and having done so, should endeavour to
impress upon their minds that it is the
Elohim who are spoken of in connection
with the creation of man. It is very imn-
portant the children should have a clear
conception of God and of the angels, and
of the relation the angels sustain to God.

CuartEr III.—A special effort should
be made to make the facts recorded in this
chapter as clear, and as real, and as natural
as possible ; and, happily, the. facts are
such as admit of being made intelligible to
all the children, except, perhaps, the very
young. The Serpent should receive particu-
lar attention, and thedifference between the
Serpent and the orthodox monster should
be made clear and distinct. There should
be no haziness or mystery about the matter.
The sentences passed upon the Serpent
and upon Adam will materially assist the
the children in understanding the subject,
and the teachers will point out to the
childrven that one of the principal objects
in expelling Adam from the garden of
Eden, waslest he should put forth his hand
and take of the tree of life and eat and live
for ever.

The teachers will explainto the children
that Christ is the seed of the woman
spoken of in the 15th verse, anl how it
was and when it was that Christ wasbruised
in the heel by the serpent’s seed, and the
sense in which the serpent’s head was to
be bruised by Christ as the woman’s seed.
This verse contains the first promise
of salvation recorded in the Scriptures.

In the 21st verse, we are informed that
God made coats of skins and clothed Adam
and Eve therewith. These skins were
doubtless the skins of some of the animals,
and before their skins could be taken, the
animals would of course have to be put to
death. This appears to have been the
commencement of the shedding of blood
upon the earth, and itseems probable that
this was the initiation of offerings for sin,
all of which were intended to point forward
to Christ.

The Cherubim and The Flaming Sword.
—For the true signification ot the cheru-
bim and the flaming sword, the teachers
should carefully read and consider the
articles in Elpis—Israel, pages 133 and
138. .

Cuavree IV.— 4bel’'s Offering.—Abel
brought of the firstlings of hisflock, and of
thefat thereof, and his offering was accepted
because it was the offering of faith (Heb.
ii. 4), while Cain’s offering was rejected.
If burnt offerings had not been previously
instituted, it is difficult to understand how
it was Abel should havebrought of the first-
lings of his flock.

““From thy face shall I be hid” (verse
14).—This doubtless is an allusion to the
faces of the cherubim ; and the meaning
probably is that Cain would no longer be
permitted to appear before the cherubim
with an offering for his sin.

Verses 23 and 24.—Lamech’s speech is
somewhat unintelligible as it stands in our
version.  Bishop Lowth venders it, I
have slain a man for wounding me, and a
young man for striking me.” If this be a
more correct rendering, the sense would
seem to be that if the slaying of Cain (who
had murdered his brother unprovoked) was
to be avenged sevenfold, the slaying of
Lamech (who had only slain a man in
self-defence) should be avenged seventy
and seven fold.

CuaPTER V.—In connection with the
genealogies recorded in this chapter, it
is important to observe that Adam was not
only contemporary with Seth, Enos,
Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, and Methuselah,
but that he was actually contemporary
with Lamech for 56 years—and that Noah
was not only contemporary with Enos,
Cainan, Mahalaleel Jared, and Methuselah,
but was contemporary with Lamech for
595 years, and that Shem was con-
temporary with Methuselah, Lawmecl,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Here
we see that the direct chain of communi-
cation between Adam and Jacob is made
up of four connecting links, viz. :-—1.
Adam to Lamech. 2. Lamech to Noah,
3. Noah to Shem. 4. Shem to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. In view of these facts,
it is easy to understand how the early
history of our race was handed down to
the time of Moses.

Cuarrer VI.—The Ark.—If the cubit
be reckoned as eighteen inches, the ark
must have been 450 feet in length, 75 feet
in breadth, and 45 feet in height ; but, if
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the cubit be reckoned as measuring nearly
22 inches, the.ark would be 547 feet long,
91 feet 2 inches broad, and 54 feet 8 inches
high. An ark of such an immense size
would afford ample room for the reception
of all the persons and animals recorded to
have been contained in it, and of sufficient
provision for them for twelve months.
Generally speaking, people seem to think
that a great many more animals were taken
into the ark than the narrative warrants us
in thinking. Clean beasts and fowls by
seven’s, and beasts not clean by two’s, to
keep seed alive upon the face of the earth.
But this clearly means only the different
kinds of animals. And when a careful
investigation is made, the number of the
different kinds of animals will be found to
be much less than is generally imagined.

CHAPTER VIL—Clean and Unclean 4ni-
mals.—Here we meet for the first time with
the distinction between clean and unclean
heasts. This distinction seems to have
been designed to mark the beasts who were
fit for food and for sacrifice, from those
which were not (see Lev. xi.).

Verses 8 aND 9.—The question might

e asked how the animals were got toge-

@he Christadelphian,

He is not ashamed to call them brethren.—
Heb. ii. 11).

JANUARY, 1882

The year 1882 finds the saints still
waiting, but not without the portents of
the Lord’s approach, thickening as the
time advances. This is enough. The day
and the hour have not been revealed.
Times and seasons in an epochal sense, and
their characteristic tokens have been re-
vealed, and events have been verifying the
revelation in a marked manner for a hun-
dred years past. The subject has to be
looked at broadly to be seen correctly. It
embraces a programime of centuries, and
must not therefore be judged by the events
of a year or two, though it will at last
focalise in the cvent of a moment—the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ in

ther into the ark with Noah, seeing that a
great part of them were of & wild and
ferocious nature. The answer is that the
power which created them, and caused them
to pass in review before Adam that
he might bestow names upon them, caused
them to come together, and go into the ark
which Noah had built, and which God had
designed as a means to preserve them from
destruction.

Verses 19 to 23.—The deluge appears
to have been universal in its extent—so
completely so, that all the high hills that
were under the whole heaven were covered
with water.

[It certainly was universal emough to
accomplish its mission of destroying all
flesh. It would only mystify the children
to speak of the reasons which point to a
geographical limit to this universality
These may be left for their maturer years.
Eb. C.]

““ All flesh died that moved upon the
earth—all in whose nostrils wasthe breath
of life—and every living substance was
destroyed which was upon the face of the
ground, both man and cattle, and the
creeping things, and thefowlsof the heaven,
and they were destroyed from the earth”.

the earth. Towards the end of last century,
two systems were strong that had to be
broken before the end could come-—the
Roman papacy, the Turkish despotism.
Two powers were.comparatively weak, that
had to become strong—Russia and Eng-
land. The transformation since has ac-
complished nearly all that could be wished.
The French'Revolution culminating in the
first Napoleonic dictatorship, brought
Papal power to a depth of weakness it has
never recovered from, and liberated politi-
cal forces that have prevented the restora-
tion of the ecclesiastical tyranny that deso-
lated Europe for centuries. At the same
time, events have so steadily worked
against the ‘“‘Sublime Porte” that Turkey,
once the terror of the world, is now in the
throes of dissolution, only preserved from
disintregation by the jealousies of her foes,
and going to pieces in their hands in spite
of all their care taking. Onthe other hand,
we see Russia and England, having risen
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to the position of the greatest powers in the
world, posing as the mutual antagonists
in the inevitable death-struggle for the
empire of the East. Under the shadow of
these gigantic developments, we observe
the Jews becoming a conspicuous figure in
the world-drama, and furnishing in them-
selves and their land, a question that is
arousing the deepest feelings and challeng-
ing the attention of the world’s politicians
In addition to this, we witness, away in the
unseen corners of society, the creation of a
people, by the formative power of the
Apostolic testimony, who are intelligently
watching all these things in the light shed
upon them by the oracles of Jehovah, and
looking for the promised re-appearing of
the Lord Jesus.

Inall this, there isquite enough to satisfy
a scriptural apprehension of the situation.
Premature expectations of the Lord’s
coming are not a discouraging feature when
rightly regarded.  They turned upon cer-
tain views of the prophetic word, which
have heen verified by events. They were a
deduction from things predicted to happen,
which have happened--at the time appointed
—viz., the fall of the coercive power of the
Papacy, the drying up of the Euphratean
power. These events bring the Lord’s
coming epochally ; they bring with them
the time of the end—the time of his
coming. The mistake was in supposing
they would bring that coming in the very
year that witnessed the Papal overthrow.
Intelligence will recognise this mistake
without discouragement, in view of the
actual verification of the grounds upon
which the expectation was based. It
would have been otherwise if we had reached
1882 without a fallen Pope and an ex-
hausted Ottoman empire. But we have
both, and they are signs. And we may
rejoice in prospect of the Lord’s coming,
which, if it do not come just immediately,
is nevertheless ‘‘ in the air "—an event
dispensationally hovering, and that may
be realised at any moment. If in the
programme of divine wisdom, we have
further to wait, there will be no *“delay,”

for God’s ways are all appointed. There
will merely be ‘‘waiting,” and we have
many reasonsfor waiting with composureand
patience for an event which, when once it
occurs, will introduce a work from which
there will be no going back, and a glorious
day for the saints, to which there will be
no end.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

EUROPEAN UNREST AND MENACE.

APPALLING PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS
IN RUSSIA.

EMIGRATION FORCED UPON THEM.

THE SULTAN’S SANCTION OF THE

COLONIZATION SCHEME.

There is much that is interesting to
those who watch the signs of the times
in what is going on in Europe at the
present time. If we speak of it meagrely,
it is only because of the great importance
which the Jewish element of the signs of
the times is assuming, and to which we
feel called upon this month to give un-
usual space. This will be found under the
usual heading, *‘The Jews and the Holy
Land.”

In the European sphere, much might be
said and quoted (for correspondents kindly
keep us largely posted in what the news-
papers are saying) concerning the un-
settlement in Germany, the tottering of
Bismark, the coquettings of various
powers with the Pope, the dangerous fric-
tion between Roumania and Austria, Italy
and France, and also between Russia and
England, in matters concerning Turkey ;
while there is a positive avalanche of mat-
ters illustrative of the steady sinking of
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Turkish power. The general situation is
well summed up thus by the London cor-
respondent of the Western Morning
News :—

¢ Never having had the remotest shadow
of a desire to get to ‘the back of the North
Wind,” I am naturally the more anxious
in my wish to get to the back of the East
Wind. For the wind is in the East—
rather ; we cannot tell whence it cometh
and whither it goeth. Here is Russia hint-
ing that it would be very nice to have and
to hold Armeunia, and Bismark again point-
ing out how happy we should be with
Lower Egypt on our hands. Here is the
Porte trying, as Pashas never tried before,
to settle the financial question with Mr.
Bourke, but refusing to reform Anatolia,
and tolerating anarchy in Albania. The
Sultan is making the Emperor of Germany
Knight of the two-year-old Order of the
Nichani-Imtiaz, and a sovereign to whom
Orders are as plentiful as blackberries in
the season professes himself pleased be-
yond expression. Roumania is defying
Austria, and Austria is dropping all per-
sonal diplomatic relations with Roumania.
Count Kalnoky, the mew Chancellor of
Franz-Josef—who went to St. Petersburg
to wnake his bow, and to retire from the
Embassy—is performing his graceful final
adieux with such prolonged agony that it
is certain he is founding a policy as well
as performing a courtesy. The Danube
Commission 1s avoiding the one question it
had to decide. The War Indemnity Com-
mission is rapidly adopting measures for
transferring to Russia a portion of the
revenue of over-taxed Turkey, despite her
bankrupt revenue. What does it all mean?
Everything seems to be going on ; and
everybody calls it nothing. I should like
to be at the back of the Bast wind.

TURKEY AND HER DIFFICULTIES.

Then touching Turkey, the intelligence
is now all one way—the right way—tell-
ing of drying up, and exhaustion, and
impending dissolution. A The following will
be read with interest : —

¢“That Turkey is so rotten that she
cannot last long, and that the Turks are
so corrupt that it is impossible to trust
them as allies, are now admitted facts. It

follows that we ought to look them in the
face, and to endeavour to secure our own

interests in the collapse that must ensue.
We, and we alone, ought to be the domi-
nant political power in Egypt, for it is the
gate that bars the road between the two
great divisions of our Empire. The great
mistake of our present policy in the East
is that it is not thorough. Our only plea
for so long maintaining the Turkish
Empire was that the Turks were useful
allies. This policy has broken down ; let
us then accept the consequences—make
the direct route to India secure, give our
moral support to Greece and the Bul-
garians, and accept the necessity of
allowing the Austria and Russia to
to be masters, the one in Armenia and the
other in Salonica. — T'ruth.

‘“ There is at the present time a remark-
able inflow of news from various points,
all tending to the old conclusion, that the
days of the Turkish Empire are numbered.
The unfortunate Sultan appears to be
surrounded by growing difficulties on
every side, political and military, as
well as financial.  His greatest embar-
rassment, however, arises from the atti-
tude of powerful bodies of his own sub-
jects who have risen in revolt against his
Government.  The Porte has itself ex-
pressed its inability to deal with the
strong tributary principalitv of Bulgaria,
which, with its rights guaranteed under the
treaty of Berlin, 1snot inclined to be over-
respectful to the oppressors who formerly
desolated her lands and perpetrated the
cruelest and mostunnatural outrages on her
inhabitants. Frequently of late the Cabinet
of Constantinople has drawn the attention
of the representatives of the Powers to the
grievances which it has, in its innocence,
suffered at the hands of Bulgaria. Now it
embodies them in aspecial memorial which
it has laid before the Powers.

But the troubles of the Porte do not end
with the anarchy existing in Macedonia
and other parts of the European possessions
of the Ottoman Empire. It is now re-
ported from Constantinople that disturb-
ances of a serious nature have taken place
at the headquarters of the Sultan’s do-
minions in Asia. It is stated that the
Grand Shereef of Mecca has revolted
against the Sultan and proclaimed himself
caliph, and has entrusted Midhat Pasha
with the direction of the civil affairs of the
new caliphate. Whatever may be the
value of these reports, it is certain that a
number of the Arab tribes around Mecca
are in revolt, and there is good reason to
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believe that orders have been despatched
to arest the Grand Shereef and to reinforce
the Turkish garrisons. If anything fur-
ther were necessary to fill the Sultan’s cup
of bitterness to the brim, it would be an
insurrection in Arabia, the cradle and
stronghold of Mohammedanism,’ where the
divine right has ever been more or less dis-
puted. In the meantime his Majesty has
to deal with the financial question, which
seem to become more and more perplex-

ing.

THE JEWS AND THE HOLY
LAND.

THE EXTRAORDINARY PERSECUTIONS.

The extraordinary persecution of the

Jews, which has suddenly sprung up in®

various European countries, shows no signs
of abating, but is attaining larger dimen-
sions, and becomes more and more likely
to obtain the dimensions of an international
question. The cause of it, in a proximate
or human sense, has been frankly avowed
by a German in high office,” to whom,
according to a correspondent in the Jewish
Chronicle, this question was put :(—

“Why are you getting up this anti-
Semitic movement, this persecution of the
Jews, all over Germany?”

The reply was :—

““These Jews ifthey undertake anything,
look how they prosper ; if they go into
commerce they are sure to be at the head
oftheestablishment, if they become bankers
they are the first bankers in all the places
of Europe ; if they are literary men, their
power of application is so great that they
beat all of us ; and that is a state of things
we will not tolerate.”

It is the case of the Egyptians and the
Israclites over again. But why is this
phase so actively developed at this particu-
lar stage of the world’s history? Because
the time of the end has come—a marginal
interval of which we cannot know the
exact breadth. The nature of the times
requires the stirring up of the Jewish Ques-
tion ; for they must now, in some measure,

return to their own land ; and they would
not do this voluntarily. They must, in
some numbers at least, be pushed out of
the countries where théy sojourn.

THE MOST SERIOUS TROUBLE SINCE THE
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM.

The process is going on. The process is
one of dreadful severity. The calamities
that have befallen Israel are described by a
writer in the Jewish Chronicle as ‘‘ the
greatest and most serious which have
befallen and threatened our people since
the destruction of Jerusalem.” The editor
of the paper says:—‘‘At Brody, in the
Australian province of Galicia, a nrile from
the Russian frontier, there are at this
moment collected a homeless, starving
mass of 10,000 fugitives from Russia, who
have smuggled themselves across the Rus-
sian frontier, heaven and themselves know
how. These are, perhaps, the most fortun-

ate, for they have escaped. They represent

a population variously estimated at
3,000,000 and 8,000,000 who remain to
sutfer. The outrages continwe.” In Ger-
many there is a lull. A Jewish writer
says i

‘¢ The cloud is blackest over the gloomy
plains of Russia. And with what horrors
that clond may notimprobably be charged,
what deluge of blood may yet burst from
it, what devastation the whirlwind of its
passage may bring, God alone knows,
whose inscrutable Providence thustries His
people. The case of Russia, which holds
so great a number of the people of our
blood, over whom the sword of the Des-
troyer is constantly held, is evidently one
which challenges the most pressing, the
mostinstant, the most continnous vigilance
of action, to avert possible, nay, even
probable, calamity, of the most appalling
kindandon the largest scale. Noone, whose
eyeis keen for decisive historical situations,
can doubt that the present is one of those
critical moments in the history of our race
which challenge its nerve and its wisdom
in an especial degree, and put it to a novel
proof. For the situation, in respect to
this persecution, is really mnovel, and
involves responsibilities as yet unprece-
dented in Jewish history. In all previous
persecutions, at least since the commence-



38 EDITORIAL.

The Christadelphian
Jan, 1, 1882,

ment of the Christian era, the Jewish people
have had no opportunity for the display of
any virtues excepting ‘those of sublime
patience and resignation. There was no

lace for resistance or even protest. The
ﬁand of the whole world was against the
Hebrew. The ears of all humanity were
deaf to any words that he could utter ; the
gulf between his heart and all other human
hearts, between his mind and all other
minds was deep, not to be bridged over.
An awful chasm separated him morally
from the rest of the human family ; for
they, not he, would have it so.

¢t Far otherwiseisit now ; deeper, there-
fore, infinitely deeper the sad interest that
attaches itself to this new persecution. It
is not general but local ; and even the land
where 1t is most lurid and menacing pays
at least lip-service to the doctrines now at
last, and for ever, let us hope, victorious
in those lands where there is as yet no sign
of this bitter trouble. In Russia, in Rou-
mania, in Servia, in Germany, though in
far less degree, the position of the Jews is
precarious ; they have experienced and may
yet expect various forms and degrees of
violence. But Austria, Italy, France, and
above all, England, are, so far, free from
this plague, and we are entitled to believe
that the immunity will endure. And as
for the United States there is a numerous
and powerful representation of the people
in that country, where, those who know it
well cannot even imagine the possibility of
a persecution.

““In all these countries the Jewish people
represent and are distinguished for wealth,
intelligence, energy, industry, moral and
physical vigour to an exceptional degree.
In all these countries the various worlds of
Politics, of the haute finance, of the Press,
even of Literature and Science, are, in a
greater or less degree, at their command.
In every walk and aim of life in all these
countries Jewish people have shown ex-
ceptional power of combination for every
end which they have proposed to them-
selves, as well as the most sustained
energy.

*The question now raised in a very
sharp and stern way by the circumstances
of the hour, is this: Whether the Jews of
these privileged lands are able and willing
to utilize the intelligence, the wealth, and
power they undoubtedly possess, on the
possession of which they constantly insist,
for the rescue of their oppressed brethren
in darker regions

The Editor of the Jewish Chronicle ap-
peals vehemently both to Jew and Christian.
He says :—

““If we had not seen and felt the results
of similar insanities before in other nations
during the long period of Israel’s tribula-
tion, we should not credit it. But the
persecutions exist, the murders and pillage
go on ; at this moment perhaps Jews are
being killed and plundered, and Jewish
women shamefully treated by the vilest
ruffians maddened with stolen drink. Our
own bond of union with these poor people
is our common faith and common descent;
but a wider public sympathizes with them
by the feeling of common humanity, by
the conviction that the Creator of all holds
all His creatures responsible for the happi-
ness of each. We appeal not to Jews alone,
but to the Christian world, to humanity at
Jlarge, not to permit these sufferings to
continue.”

A Jewish correspondent on the Russian
border writes :—

¢¢ It is almost impossible to describe all
the sufferings which our co-religionists in
Russia have to endure at the present time.
Darker and darker become the clouds that
are gathering over the horizon. In Kieff,
more than 20,000 Jews will have to give
up their occupations and their dwellings,
and retire to the dreaded Ghetto. From
Podol alone, more than 60,000 families will
have to depart. Many thousands had paid
a year’s rent (in advance), and will have to
quit without any portion of the money
being returned to them. Herr Hesse, the
governor of the town, interceding on their
behalf, has been dismissed from his post.
The Governor-General has sworn that he
will not rest till the Jews are driven from
Kieff. ‘I or the Jews must go’ is his
publicly uttered declaration. Our co-
religionists have lost all hope.”

HOW IS THIS ALL TO END?
The writer continues :—

‘ How is all this to end ¢ How are the
millions of our co-religionists to be saved ?
By emigration, some say. Well and good ;
those who possess means are already emi.-
grating, and will continue to do so.
Numerous families are making prepara-
tions to emigrate to Palestine in the
coming spring ; from Odessa several fami.
lies have already repaired to the Holy
Land, where they intend to establish fac_
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tories. Many others are going to America.
But what is to become of the hundreds of
thousands of families who are destitute of
means ?”’

The same writer, in another letter,
says :—** The state of affairs in Russia is
ever becoming sadder and more terrible,
and the condition of our unhappy co-
religionists in that country is growing
worse from day to day. The hearts of all
humane and sympathising persons, be they
Jews or Christians, are beating with a deep
and nervous anxiety, and in the minds of
such persons the thought reigns uppermost,
what is to become of the four millions of
Jews in Russia? In his now famous cir-
cular, Count Ignatieff directed the Gover-
norsto appoint commmissions, whose business
it would be to solve the so-called Jewish

uestion. It is a notorious fact that this
circular is full of hatred against the Jews,
who are accused therein of fleecing the.
Christian population ; we can, therefore,
easily surmise the tendency of the decisions
of the several commissions.”

““Only one voiceisnow heard, and that is
that the Jews must leave the country;
they see that Russia no longer affords them
a safe shelter, and if it be impossible for
all to emigrate, at least a large portion of
the proletariat must find homes in other
climes. It is true that the hatred against
the Jews arose through our rich brethren
having aroused the envy and the inordin-
ate love of money of the smaller beaureau-
crats ; but it would not be of the slightest
use for the wealthy among us to emigrate.
The question arises, where is the unhappy
mass of Jewsto go to? The Alliance
Israelite has already sent more than 1,000
persons at its expense to America. Lying
statements which were circulated with re-
gard to the intentions of the Alliance have,
however, induced many thousands of our
unfortunate brethren to quit their unkind
and inhospitable country in the expecta-
tion of finding new homes in a more tole-
rant land on the opposite side of the
Atlantic. In Brody (Galicia) alone, there
are at present some thousands of such
fugitives. It is easy to picture the dispair
of these poor victims when they were so
cruelly disabused on crossing the frontier.
The Alliance is doing its utmost to make
known far and wide its démenti to the false
statements -which have already produced
such intense suffering; but it is very
doubtful whether this refutation will have
the effect of inducing those to whom it is

-with according to His higher mind.

directed (and a large portion of whom it
will never reach).to abandon their inten-
tion of quitting Russia. The Alliance has
also sent a circular to the Rabbis of Ger-
man communities which are in close proxi-
mity to Russia, with the request that they
shonld endeavour to restrain their co-reli-
gionists across the frontier from quitting
their homes, and should warn them against
proceeding to a foreign land without any
means.”’

“ THIS FATEFUL HOUR.”

Another Jewish writer thus speaks of
what he calls ‘“this fateful hour” in
Jewish history :—

‘“The present conjuncture is one that
has made a call at once so sudden and so
overwhelming in its gravity upon the in-
telligence, the will, the resources of the
Jewish people, their fidelity to their own
cause, and to the cause of civilization and
of God, that it behoves all those who
speak or write of this fateful hour to be
not less patient than searching in their
criticism. Nothing less than indelible
disgrace must attach to the name and fame
of the Hebrew people were it to be possible
that they could be divided suddenly into
two sections, in the face of this searchingly
critical age ; the one undergoing a sentence
of lingering death by torture at the hands
of semi-civilised governments and peoples;
the other, eating and drinking, making
merry, buying and selling, giving in mar-
riage, at a distance of a few hours’ journey,
and doing practically nothing for their
doomed brethren. All that I hear upon
this matter shows me that minds are para-
lyzed ir a certain sense by the immensity
of the Russian problem, for example, and
the apparent inaccessibility of the Russian
Government and people to any immediate
suggestion or remonstrance. The hands
are folded, for the moment, in a sort of
half despair, and the whole subject re-
garded as too vast to cope with, and one,
therefore, that people would fain resign to
the Almighty Maker of history to dea;%
An
this neutrality, or abeyance of all action,
is justified, for the moment, by a sugges-
tion that the temper of the Russian people
is such that a very little more exasperation
on their part, such as might easily be
occasioned by obtrusive remonstrances
from any quarter, and especially from
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foreign Jewish sources, might provoke
wide-spread massacre. In short, the mat-
ter seems to be regarded as altogether too
large and problematic for any immediate
handling of any sort whatever.

THE REMEDY—* EMIGRATION.”

The Editor of the Jewisk Chronicle, in
an article son the persecution, says that
everything points to one remedy—EMIGRA-
110N, In another article, he says :—

“The question of Jewish emigration
has suddenly become one of the most pro-
minent questions of the hour, as the action
of the Alliance Israelite at Brody proves,
and as the pre-occupations of people’s
minds at Constantinople indicate. We
mentioned last week that a large scheme
for peopling parts of Asia Minor with
Jewish immigrants had passed all the
councils, and only awaited the approval of
‘the Sultan. According to the correspon-
dent of the Pall Mall Gazeite, a capital
sum of £5,000,000 is at the disposal of
the promoters. The amount isto us in-
credible, but the statement shows what is
passing through the public mind. We
publish to-day a telegram of Reuter’s
agency which carries this news further, and
intimates that the final sanction has been
given to the project, and instructions
accordingly issued tothe Turkish represen-
tatives in Roumania, Russia, and North
Germany. For the first time, however,
Turkish jealousy for the integrity of the
empire 1s shown in the marked ex-
ception of Palestine from colonization,
To put down a colony of Russian Jews on
a tract of well-selected land would neces-
sarily add to its value, and the capitalists
who provided theland and perhapsadvanced
the means of procuring houses and imple-
ments might make profitable arrangements
with the incoming cultivators. These ex-
pectations are perhaps in the minds of those
who projected the migrations to Palestine
and the land of Gilead ; and their scheme
comes into notice with the greater oppor-
tuneness because the American committees
have announced to the Alliance Israelite
that they are not prepared to receive any
more emigrants, and have requested the
stopping of the supply. At the same time
the Alliance have on their hands at Brody
4 helpless mass of thousands of unfortunate
gufferers who have escaped from Russia and
re clamouring for the means of supporting

life, and of going further to landsin which
they may find for themselves subsistence.
Bosnia and other portions of Austria itself
have been mentioned, and it is for the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Government to consider
whether it desives to find for the exiles a
place within its own borders. The promo-
ters of the emigration to Palestine and the
Rast are probably influenced by a more
living belief than is common among English
Jews in the return to the Holy Land.
Christian enthusiasm for the Jews has been
powerfully divected by Mr. Cazalet, Mr.
Laurence Oliphant, and others towards the
repatriation of the race in Palestine and the
land of Gilead ; and it is likely that con-
siderable help would be obtained from earn-
est Christians for any scheme which had
for its object there-settlement of Jewsunder
wise conditions in or near the land of their
fathers. Jewish colonies ‘were tried by
Judge Noah in North America and by the
Dutch in Surinam, but they did not long
remain specially Jewish. The time may be
more favourable for enterprises of this kind.
Jewish colonies in the Holy Land are now
becoming no longer experiments but facts.
They are, still, facts on a small scale ; but
the present may be no badly chosen moment
for extending their range, and for giving the
world a convineing proof that the old genius
of the race for success in the struggle with
nature still lives in the descendants of the
Israelites. The real value of giving this
proof of adaptability to agriculture in any
part of the world would be in its use as an
argument with statesmen of those nations
who at present, the chief industry of their
countries being agriculture, nevertheless
excllude the Jews from the possession of the
soil.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND FACTS.

Inalater number of the Jewish Clronicle
the REditor recommends special contri-
butions, on the part of persons ‘‘ called to
the Law,” in the synagogues for the help
of the emigration (alies colonization)
scheme. ¢ No doubt,” he says, ‘‘muni-
ficent donations will be forthcoming to
relieve our Russian co-religionists, but it
is the masses we have to reach rather than
the ‘noble band of martyrs’ whose
names might be stereotyped in our charity
lists. There are between seventy and
eighty Jewish places of worship in Great
Britain ; considering that at least seven
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persons are weekly summoned to the read-
ing of the Law, by adopting the ancient
method of raising funds we should realize
in Great Britain alone a continuous flow
of over five hundred donations every week.
If we take into account that there are joy-
ous events occurring from time to time in
every circle, and that persons are at such
times predisposed to give generously on the
Almemar, by this means the Russian Emi-
gration Fund would be continually bene-
fitted.”

Under the head of *“ Jewish Emigration”
the Daily Telegraph has the following
telegram from Vienna :—

¢¢ Jewish committees have been formed
at Jassy, Galatz, and other large towns in
Roumania, in view of facilitating the
emigration of Jews to Palestine. Large
sums have been subscribed for the purpose.”

The Levant Herald of November 24th,
in a leading article headed *‘ Turkey the
Hospitable ” announces that the Sublime
Porte has informed the Governments of
Europe that Turkey is ready to afford
hospitality to the Jews who may find ex-
istence intolerable in those countries where
popular feeling has declared itself against
them. “In so doing,” continues the
article, ¢ she is true to her principles and
consistent with the noble precedents which
her history affords. ‘We are glad
that while, on the one hand, the Porte
invites the fugitive Jews of Turkey, on
the other, an association of philanthropists
of various countries is prepared to assist
their settlement in Ottoman territory, and
to undertake, on conditions to be deter-
mined in concert with the Imperial Govern-
ment, to place them in detached groups
on uncultivated lands in Asiatic provinces,
and to assist them with capital in bringing
such lands under tillage, in providing
means of irrigation, where local conditions
permit, and in establishing such means of
communication as the circumstances may
suggest with the adjacent market towns or
places of shipment.”

‘“ PALESTINE EXCEPTED :” WHAT IS

THE MEANING OF IT?

The reader will have observed the Jewish
Chronicle’s comment on *‘ the marked ex-

This is an allusion to the form in which
the Sultan’s consent has been given to the
scheme submitted a week or two back.
That scheme has been sanctioned, and will
now proceed ; but the terms of the sanction
seem, on the face of them, to cxclude the
one particular development looked for by
the watchers for the coming of the Lord.
The promoters of that scheme did not
stipulate for any particular part of the
Sultan’s dominions. Their request was to
be allowed to form Jewish colonies in any
part of the Turkish empire the Sultan
might be pleased to appoint: While they
were prepared to be content with any part
the Sultan might name, they had their
eye on the district recommended by Lau-
rence Oliphant. The Sultan’s answer was
announced in the telegrams in this form :
‘“The representative of some English
and German philanthropists, who are en-
deavouring to promote the migration of
Jews to Turkey, has been informed by the
Porte that instructions were sent yesterday
to the representatives in St. Detersburg,
Berlin, and Bucharest, to the effect that
Jews would be allowed to enter and estab-
lish themselves in separate communities in
all parts of the empire, excepting Palestine ;
but would be subject, without any excep-
tion or reservation, to the Turkish laws,
and have to adopt Turkish nationality.”
At first this curious exception made people
open their eyes. The meaning was evident.
The Sultan was afraid if the Jews were al-
lowed to ‘“ establish themselves in separate
communities ” in Palestine, a nationality
would be founded which might lead to the
slicing of another piece from his dominions
by and bye ; especially as it is well-known
that English diplomatists have long had
their eye upon such a project as a means of
preserving England’s communications with
India. Therefore, says he, ‘‘form your-
selves into separate communities anywhere
except in Palestine.” Was this a denial of
the scheme contemplated by the applicants?
It looked like it ; in reality it was a con-
cession of it.  Palestine lies on the west of
the Jordan ; the district on which they had
their eye(forming part of the land of promise

ception of Palestine” from colonization. i but not of Palestine proper—for that is only
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a section of the land of promise) lies on the
east of the Jordan. It isthe Land of Gilead
in which the first settlement of Israel was
effected on their coming out of Egypt under
Moses, and in which, therefore, it is seemly
their second re-settlement should begin. It
was thusreferred to by the Jewish Chronicle
at the time of the publication of Mr. Oli-
phant’s scheme :—

‘¢ The region which Mr. Oliphant would
propose for settlement in the first instance
would be the entire district of the Belka,
from the Arnon on the south to the Jabbok
on the north, extending eastwardsas far as
the road on which the pilgrims from Damas-
ccus have been accustomed to make their
way to the holy places of Arabia; and
bounded westward by Jordan and the Red
Sea. Some districts of Ajlun to the north
of the Jabbok might perhaps be included ;
and the whole tract would thus contain
either a million or a million and-a-half En-
glish acres. For pastoral and agricultural
purposes the tribe of Reuben, whose terri-
tory with part of the Land of Moab, would
be included in the new Belka settlement,
«occupied the most favoured region in Pales-
time. The whole of this territory was a
vast alluvial depositof therichestcharacter,
out of which cropped the kunolls and ridges
on which the old cities stood, and which
are to this day abundantly supplied with
the reservoirs and cisterns which had been
hewn in them of old. The Belka being all
Crown property can be disposed of by the
Government en bloc without infringing any
ground rights, except possibly at the pros-
perous town called Salt, having already
6,000 inhabitants, and requiring, with the
adjacent farms, to be dealt with separately.”

The Sultan having consented to the
scheme, we shall be hearing by and by of
the steps taken in its execution. It will
necessarily be a slow work on account of
its vastness ; but the great fact to rejoice
in—a fact of stupendous significance—is
the fact of a scheme of such dimensions
having obtained final state sanction. The
foundation once laid, there is no limit to
possible development. There may be
checks and hindrances, as there were in the
case of the return from Babylon ; but the
consummation is certain to be reached. The
beginning is in the right direction—in the
land of Gilead : ¢ Let them feed in Bashan

and Gilead, as in the days of old” (Micah
vii, 14).

The tottering condition of the Turkish
Power contains the hope of great and im-
mediate changes, which cannot fail to be
favourable to the scheme now inaugurated ;
for in the event of the final break up, there
can be no doubt of England stepping
across from Cyprus, where she is in readi-
ness, and taking possession of the land,
where her wing is already out-stretched by
the Anglo-Turkish Convention.

OTHER FAVOURABLE EVENTS.

Meanwhile, events are otherwise pro-
gressing favourably. Mr. G. W. Holmes,
writing in the New York Observer, says :—

It is a noticeable fact that a great in-
crease has taken place within a few years
in the number of resident Jews in the city
of Jerusalem. Within a quarter of a cen-
tury the Jewish population has doubled,
and during the past ten years probably five
thousand have immigrated there, chiefly
from Spain and from Poland. In the esti-
mation of intelligent residents, there are
now fifteen thousand Jews in the Holy
City and in its immediate suburbs. What
has drawn them there it may not be easy
to determine. Some of the older ones
declare their desire to die in Jerusalem,
and to be buried near its walls. Their
service on Friday afternoon at the Jews’
Wailing Place, alongside of what is believed
to be a portion of the old wall supporting
the platforin upon which the Temple was
built, is an impressive one to every
thoughtful Christian observer who has not
a preconceived idea that it is a show.
It is reasonably probable that the whole
number of Jews in the Holy Land does not
reach twenty thousand, which is not quite
one-tenth part of the entire population.
In Jerusalem there are at the present time
about four hundred Jews, adult males, who
belong to the ancient sect of the Pharisees,
and are often seen walking the streets
carrying a volume, presumably a portion
of the Talmund, with Phylacteries on their
arms and foreheads. About one thousand
more belong to their families, constituting
about one-tenth of the Jewish population.
Near Jaffa there is an agricultural school
for the same, where the pupils are taught
to work upon the ample farm groundson
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the western side of the Plain of Sharon,
and are drilled in various kinds of work,
such as Dblacksmiths, carpenters, shoe-
makes, &c. It is a well-known fact that
the Jews are not an agricultural people,
and to become farmers and to till the soil
is wholly unnatural to them. Besides the
amount of real tillage land around
Jerusalem is very small. Were they dis-
posed to work, the beautiful plains of
Sharon, of the Philistines, and of Esdraelon,
and the wonderfully fertile valley of the
Jordan, are open to them. But there must
be a complete revolution in their natures
before the restoration of their fertile lands
will be accomplished by the Jews who are
returning to the Holy Land.”

Then, the Christian of Oct. 6th has the
following paragraph from Constantinople :

““ There is a proposal now on foot, and
likely to be carried out, to make a railway
from Tripoli, on the coast of Syria, east-
ward nearly to the Euphrates, and to plant
.colonies of Jews nearall therailway stations.
This is quite a different scheme from the
various Euphrates Valley schemes, which
have all faitled. The line, if it succeeds,
may afterwards extend further. Persecuted
Jews formerly emigrated from Spain to
Turkey, and it is not unlikely that they
might do so now from Russia, Poland, Rou-
mania, Silesia, and Pomerania to Syria, if
only a settlement is assured them. The
country proposed to be traversed is very
rich, but it needs a railway to open it up ;
while on the other hand, a railway, in order
to pay, would need to have ccloniesof people
planted along it, to work it, for the trans-

orting of goods, &ec., to the coast. It will

e curious 1f the problem of the restoration
of the Jews to the ‘“ Promised Land” should
be in part solved in this prosaic way.”

This curious paragraph from the Daily
Telegraph has also a bearing :—

¢ Rouf Pasha, the Turkish Governor of
Jerusalem, has recently received imperative
-orders from Sultan Abdul Hamid to resume
the work of restoration of Solomon’s temple,
commenced under the reign of Abdul Aziz,
but discontinued some five years ago. The
Pasha has also been instructed to clear the
great square fronting the Temple of all the
rubbish and rank vegetation with which
it is at present encumbered. In this square
stands the famous Mosque of Omar, which
derives a revenue of some fifteen thousand
pounds a year from pilgrim contributions
and other sources. Hitherto the greater

© enterprise.

portion of this sum found its way annually
to Stamboul. The Sultan, however, has
decreed that henceforth it shall be applied
to defraying the expenses of the works
above alluded to, the present resumption
of which, as well as their original inception,
is due in reality to suggestions made at
different times to the Ottoman authorities
by members of the Austrian Imperial Fami-
ly. The restoration of the Temple ruins
was begun at the instance of Francis Joseph
during his visit to the Holy Land, shortly
after the accession of Abdul Aziz to the
throne ; and it was the recent pilgrimage
of the Archduke Rudolph to Judw that
imparted a fresh impulse to the interrupted
Not only has the Commander
of the Faithful signified it to be his sover-
eign will that the works should be carried
on without further delay, but two officials
of the Sublime Porte, Serid and Raif Ef-
fendim, have already left Constantinople
for Jerusalem with instructions to take
measures, on their arrival, for insuring the
literal fulfilment of His Majesty’s decree.
The gratitude of Christians and Jews alike
is due to Abdul Hamid for lending his high
authority to so generous and enlightened
an undertaking.

This letter following, from Jerusalem,
also is interesting, though savouring some-
what of circumstances likely to bring re-
proach. It appears in the Record. It
indicates the excitements that are heading
up in this, the closing epoch of the Gentile
times, concerning Israel and their land :—

““A party of eighteen Americans have
recently arrived here to await the advent
of our Lord. They are respectable, educa-
ted, and, it is said, wealthy people, and are
to be followed by many more. The poor
crazed Englishman, who for several years
has been going about the city dressed in
graveclothes, and with a heavy wooden cross
on his shoulder, carries his cross no more.
Age and privation had much reduced his
strength, and a fit of fever carried him off.
It is characteristic of the contemptuous
tolerance of the Turks that they so long
allowed this man to go about haranguing
the people, and often collecting a crowd
around him in the market places and else:
where. Probably they regarded him as
insane, and we may charitably hope that
this was the case, for he had lately begun
to assert that he was no other than the
Lord Jesus himself. A German lady, who
regarded herself as ¢ Bthe ride of Christ,”
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and had prepared magnificent dresses in | concealed in what is commonly known as.
which to receive her Lord, went away to | the Potter’s Field, and whose object it is to.
the Jordan and did not return. On inquiry | find it. Another, a rather gentlemanlike
it transpired that she had died and been | youngJew, hasarrived and announced him-
buried by the Bedouins. Jerusalem is sel- | self to be the Messiah. A large and very
dom without two or threc such persons | expensive building is in course of erection
holding extreme or fanciful religious views, | under the auspices of a Dutch Society, and
and bordering on religions madness. A | is destined fov the shelter of the few who
young man is now here to whomn it has been | are truly God’s children during the coming
revealed that the Ark of the Covenantis | tribulation.”
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1
ARBROATH. 1 (though they lad no doubt on the subject) to see
The discussion with Mr. Maclaren on the ques- i the ‘““title deeds” and documents relating to
tion “ Does the Bible teach the doctrine of the ] the future possession, on which all their hopes
jmmortality of the soul?’ duly came ot on the are centred, prove—after such a thorough over-
evenings of Sunday, 4th and 11th December, in | hauling—to be complete and correct, well attested,.
the Masonic Hall, where the lectures are being | Wwithout a siugle flaw or missing liuk.—T. N.
delivered every Sunday evening. Mr. Maclaren | PARKER.
affirmed. There were about 200 people present ! BIRMINGHAM.
each evening. Considerable interest was mani- During the month the following persons have:
fe)z{;ﬁ(#l){z]ff]g)ﬁgﬁl;(ﬂ_}l%% é}]{l:)ll;g';::sl(‘)?wd that goold obeyed the truth :—JorN SBaNkey (48), railway
esults . . Ne clerk, formerly Church of England, and his_wife,
ABERDEEN. Lovisa SANKEY (47), formerly Independent ; EMmMa
Iam sorry to report the death of Sister Mrs, Ixaran (33), formerly Mormon. The written
Geo. Allan, which took place on Nov. 20th,  She examination of the Sunday scholars took place on
died in full confidence of the time when ““the Sunday, Dec. %lt‘,‘" One f’f the Sunday scholars,
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of Man and a girl named King, about 20 years of age, has died
shall cone forth,” during the month. She was immersed at her own
Bio. Mowat has been giving a course of lectures earnest request before her death, after evidencing
on Sunday evenings, on *“The constitution of her apprehension of the truth and its claims.
Christ's Kingdom.”—J ANDERSON. Ou Saturday, Dec. 10th, at the Garden Room, a
e tea meeting of those brethren and sisters who take

BIRKENHEAD AND TRANMERE. part in the monthly distribution of the Finger

I have to report that on the 10th December, Posts, took place, for mutual encouragement and
Miss K. PINDER, of Grange-over-Sands, put on the the interchange of practical suggestions on the best
sin covering name in the appointed way. She was mode of doing the work., Over forty were present.

formerly a strong adherent of the Church of Fifteen or twenty profitable addresses were de-
England. She now rejoices exceedingly in 1srael’s livered, and a very delightful evening spent. The
hope. principal complaint was the deficient sapply of

LecTurgs.—Nov, 20th, ¢ The baptism of John ” Finger Posts. When it is stated that 7,500 are sup-
(Brother D, Handley); November 27th, ¢ The plied to the distributors monthly, the complaint
Jews, their persecutions, and emigration to seems strange, When, however, it is added that
Palestine, indications of the approaching return these are distributed among 44 persons, it will be
of Christ to the earth” (Brother 8. A. Garside) ; seen that the quantity to each distributor is small.

December 4th, ¢ Asleep in Adam, as distinguished Appeals were made for increased supply; but it is.
from the condition of being asleep in Jesus” felt that 7,500 per month is as far as the brethren
(Brother Asheroft) ; Decsmber 11th, “The pro- can prudently go at present.
phecies of Daniel with cterence to this dispensa- LecTurREs.—Nov. 27th, ¢ Christ’s sacrifice in re-
tion, and the reappearing of Christ among men” lation to forgiveness and life” (Brother Roberts) ;
(Brother Jas. U. Robertson). Dec. 4th, ‘“What is death?” (Brother Bishop);
In addition to these lectures, Brother Roberts, 11th, ““ Christ’s resurrection in relation to forgive-
of Birminghani, gave a lecture on Monday evening, ness and salvation” (Brother Roberts); 18th,
November 2ist, on ‘“ The Bible, whence is it, of ¢ Law and Gospel ” (Brother Roberts). ’
man or from God?’ T